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THE GOSPELS: A HARMONY 
 
 

Year One 
 
 

Matthew 4:12-4:23; 8:2-9:17 
Mark 1:14-2:22 

Luke 3:19-20; 4:14-5:39 
John 2:13-4:54 

 
 
 
 
Reference works used for these parallel passages include:  A Harmony Of The Gospels, 
New American Standard, (Robert L. Thomas and Stanley N. Gundry, Moody Press 1978); 
The Story Of The Greatest Life: A Unique Blending Of The Four Gospels (Johnston M. 
Cheney & Stanley Ellisen, Th.D., Paradise Publishing, 1996); The Story Of My Life As 
Told By Jesus Christ (Seedsowers, 1999). 
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Outline 
 
1. Jesus' Birth:  Introduction 

A. Preparation for His birth 
1). His Divine Title  Mark 1:1  
2). His Divine Flesh  John 1:1-18   
3). His Lineage  Matt 1:1-17; Luke 3:23-38 
4). His Story  Luke 1:1-4   

B. A New Born King is Worshipped 
1). An Answered Prayer  Luke 1:5-25 
2). An Angel's Message to a Virgin  Luke 1:26-38 
3). Two Women Rejoice  Luke 1:39-56 
4). Clearing a Path  Luke 1:57-80 
5). Call Him Jesus  Matt 1:18-25 
6). Good News of Great Joy  Luke 2:1-20 
7). Simeon and Anna  Luke 2:21-39 
8). Gifts for a King  Matt 2:1-12 
9). Escape to Egypt  Matt 2:13-23 
10). A Missing Child  Luke 2:41-52 

C. His Baptism and Temptation 
1). A Voice in the Wilderness  Matt 3:1-12; Mark 1:2-8; Luke 3:1-18 
2). A Voice from Heaven  Matt 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-38 
3). The Temptations  Matt 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13 
4). Behold, the Lamb  John 1:19-34 
5). Jesus Chooses Five Disciples  John 1:35-51 
6). Jesus' First Miracle  John 2:1-12 (1-35MM) 

2. Jesus' Ministry Begins:  Year One  April 29-30 A.D. 
A. His Work Begins in Judea 

1). First Cleansing of the Temple  John 2:13-23 
2). Jesus Teaches the New Birth  John 2:23-3:21 
3). John the Baptist's Tribute to Jesus  John 3:22-36 
4). The Woman at the Well  Matt 4:12; Mark 1:14; Luke 3:19-20; John 4:1-42 

B. The Twelve Are Chosen and He Moves to Galilee 
1). The Nobleman's Son is Healed  John 4:43-54 (2-35MM) 
2). Rejection at Nazareth  Luke 4:14-30 
3). Giving the News to Capernaum  Matt 4:13-17; Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4:31a 
4). Fishing for People  Matt 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-20 
5). Casting Out an Unclean Spirit  Mark 1:21, 23-28; Luke 4:31b, 33-37 (3-35MM) 
6). Healing Hands  Matt 4:23; 8:14-17; Mark 1:29-39; Luke 4:38-44 (4-35MM) 
7). The First Miraculous Catch  Luke 5:1-11 (5-35MM) 
8). Jesus Heals a Leper  Matt 8:2-4; Mark 1:40-45; Luke 5:12-16 (6-35MM) 
9). A Paralytic Is Forgiven and Healed  Matt 9:2-8; Mark 2:1-12; Luke 5:17-26 (7-35MM) 
10). Matthew Is Enlisted  Matt 9:9-17; Mark 2:13-22; Luke 5:27-39 

3. Jesus' Ministry Flowers:  Year Two  30-31 A.D. 
A. The Sermon on the Mount 

1). Lord of the Sabbath  Matt 12:1-8; Mark 2:23-28; Luke 6:1-5 
2). A Crippled Hand  Matt 12:9-15a; Mark 3:1-7a; Luke 6:6-11 (8-35MM) 
3). Choosing the Twelve  Matt 4:24-25; 10:2-4; 12:15b-21 Mark 3:7b-19b; Luke 6:12-19 
4). Teaching on the Mountain  Matt 5:1-12; Luke 6:20-26 
5). Salt of the Earth  Matt 5:13-20 
6). Right to the Heart  Matt 5:21-37; Luke 13:57-59 
7). Love Your Enemies  Matt 5:38-48; Luke 6:27-36 
8). No Parading of Good Deeds  Matt 6:1-18 
9). Treasures in Heaven  Matt 6:19-24 
10). A Father's Care  Matt 6:25-34; Luke 12:22b-31 
11). Humility, Generosity and Wisdom  Matt 7:1-12; Luke 6:37-42 
12). The Proof of Discipleship  Matt 7:13-20; Luke 6:31, 43-45 
13). Building on the Rock  Matt 7:21-29; Mark 1:22; Luke 4:32; 6:46-7:1a 
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B. Parables 
1). A Centurion's Faith  Matt 8:1,5-13; Luke 7:1b-10  (9-35MM) 
2). Raising the Son of Nain's Widow  Luke 7:11-17  (10-35MM) 
3). Jesus and John the Baptist  Matt 11:2-19; Luke 7:18-35 
4). Jesus Anointed by an Outcast Woman  Luke 7:36-50 
5). Preach the Kingdom  Luke 8:1-3 
6). Parable of the Sower  Matt 13:1-23; Mark 4:1-20; Luke 8:4c-15 
7). Parable of the Lamp  Mark 4:21-25; Luke 8:16-17 
8). An Eternal Sin  Matt 12:22-45; Mark 3:19b-35; Luke 8:19-21 
9). The Wheat and the Tares  Matt 13:24-30 
10). Harvest, Mustard and Yeast  Matt 13:31-35; Mark 4:26-34; Luke 13:18-21 
11). The Kingdom Explained  Matt 13:36-52 

C. Miracles 
1). Calming the Storm  Matt 8:18, 23-27; Mark 4:35-41; Luke 8:22-25 (12-35MM) 
2). Conquering Demons  Matt 8:28-34; Mark 5:1-20; Luke 8:26-39 (13-35MM) 
3). Faith and Healing  Matt 9:1,18-34; Mark 5:21-43; Luke 8:40-56 (14,15,16,17-35MM) 
4). Do You Want to Get Well?    John 5:1-18 (18-35MM) 
5). From Death to Life  John 5:19-47 
6). Refusing to Believe  Matt 13:53-58; Mark 6:1-6a 

D. The Twelve Sent Out 
1). Workers in the Harvest  Matt 9:35-38; 10:1, 5-16, 24-33, 37-42; 11:1; Mark 6:6b-13; 

Luke 9:1-6 
2). John the Baptist Is Martyred  Matt 14:1-13a; Mark 6:14-29; Luke 9:7-9 
3). Feeding of the Five Thousand  Matt 14:13b-23; Mark 6:30-46; Luke 9:10-17; John 

6:1-15  (19-35MM) 
4). Walking on the Sea  Matt 14:24-36; Mark 6:47-56; John 6:16-21  (20-35MM) 

4. Jesus' Ministry Faces the Heat:  Year Three  31-32 A.D. 
A. The Bread of Life 

1). The Bread of Life  John 6:22-40 
2). True Food, True Drink  John 6:41-58 
3). Many Walk Away  John 6:59-71 
4). Man's Traditions versus God's Commands  Matt 15:1-20; Mark 7:1-23; John 7:1 
5). Crumbs from the Table  Matt 15:21-28; Mark 7:24-30 (21-35MM) 
6). Open Up!  Matt 15:29-31; Mark 7:31-37 (22-35MM) 
7). Feeding the Four Thousand Gentiles  Matt 15:32-38; Mark 8:1-9 (23-35MM) 
8). A Demand for a Miracle  Matt 15:39-16:12; Mark 8:9-26 (24-35MM) 

B. The Good Shepherd 
1). His Brothers Disbelieve  John 7:2-10 
2). Only a Little While Longer  John 7:11-36 

a. Divided Opinions about Jesus  7:11-13   
b. Jesus’ Teaching about Knowing  7:14-18   
c. Jesus’ Warning about Judgment  7:19-24   
d. Jesus’ Claim about His Source  7:25-31   
e. Jesus’ Prophecy about His Future  7:32-36   

3). Rivers of Living Water  John 7:37-8:1 
a. The Promise of the Holy Spirit  7:37-39   
b. The Divisions of the People  7:40-44   
c. The Insecurity of the Leaders  7:45-8:1   

4). A Woman Caught in Adultery  John 8:2-11 
5). The Light of the World  John 8:12-29 

a. Jesus Is the Light  8:12-20   
b. He Pleases the Father  8:21-29   

6). The Truth Will Set You Free  John 8:30-37 
a. True Disciples  8:30-33   
b. True Freedom  8:34-37   

7). Who Do You Think You Are?  John 8:38-59 
8). A Man Born Blind  John 9:1-12 (25-35MM) 
9). Kicked Out of the Synagogue  John 9:13-34 
10). Lord, I Believe  John 9:35-41 
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11). The Good Shepherd  John 10:1-21 
a. The Illustration  John 10:1-6 
b. The Explanation  John 10:7-18 
c. The Conversation  John 10:19-21 

12). Threatened with Stoning  John 10:22-42 
a. The Question and Answer  John 10:22-30 
b. The Response and Proof  John 10:31-39 
c. The Return to John’s Area  John 10:40-42 

5. Jesus' Ministry Focuses:  Year Four  32-33 A.D. 
A. Evangelism 

1). Who Do You Say I Am?  Matt 16:13-20; Mark 8:27-30; Luke 9:18-21 
2). He Must Die  Matt 16:21-28; Mark 8:31-9:1; Luke 9:22-27 
3). The Transfiguration  Matt 17:1-13; Mark 9:2-13; Luke 9:28-36 
4). A Father in Tears  Matt 17:14-21; Mark 9:14-29; Luke 9:37-43a (26-35MM) 
5). Predicting His Death  Matt 17:22-27; Mark 9:30-32; Luke 9:43b-45  (27-35MM) 
6). Who Is the Greatest?  Matt 18:1-14; Mark 9:33-50; Luke 9:46-50 
7). Sin and Forgiveness  Matt 18:15-19:2; Mark 10:1 

a. Church Discipline  Matt 18:15-18 
b. Church Prayer  Matt 18:19-20 
c. Church Forgiveness  Matt 18:21-22 
d. Illustration  Matt 18:23-35; Mark 10:1 

8). Toward Jerusalem  Matt 8:19-22; Luke 9:51-62 
a. The Sons of Thunder  Luke 9:51-56 
b. The Cost of Discipleship  Matt 8:19-22; Luke 9:57-62 

B. Sending Out the Seventy 
1). Like Lambs among Wolves  Matt 11:20-30; Luke 10:1-24 

a. Be Sent  Luke 10:1-4 
b. Be Led  Luke Matt 11:20; 10:5-12 
c. Be Clear  Luke Matt 11:21-24; 10:13-16  
d. Be Guarded  Luke 10:17-20 
e. Be Humbled  Matt 11:25-30; Luke 10:21-22;  
f. Be Alert  Luke 10:23-24 

2). Who Is My Neighbor?  Luke 10:25-37 
3). The Good Part  Luke 10:38-42 
4). Teach Us to Pray  Luke 11:1-13 
5). Demons and the Kingdom of God  Luke 11:14-36; Matt 12:38-42 
6). His Enemies Inflamed  Luke 11:37-54 
7). Nothing Can Be Hidden  Luke 12:1-12 
8). On Guard against Greed  Luke 12:13-21 
9). Be Ready!  Matt 24:43-44; Luke 12:22-40 

C. His Work Continues 
1). Much Will Be Required  Matt 10:34-36; Luke 12:41-53 
2). A Fruitless Tree  Luke 12:54-59; 13:1-9 
3). Set Free on the Sabbath  Luke 13:10-17  (28-35MM) 
4). A Door Shut Tight  Luke 13:18-35 
5). Dinner at a Pharisee's Home  Luke 14:1-24 (29-35MM) 

a. The Atmosphere of Legalism  Luke 14:1-6 
b. The Politics of Legalism  Luke 14:7-11 
c. The True Application of the Law  Luke 14:12-14 
d. The Parable of the Dinner Party  Luke 14:15-24 

6). Calculate the Cost  Luke 14:25-35 
7). A Lost Sheep, a Lost Coin  Luke 15:1-10 
8). A Lost Son  Luke 15:11-32 
9). Use Wealth Wisely  Luke 16:1-13 
10). To Those Who Loved Money  Luke 16:14-31 

D. Jesus is the “I AM” 
1). Sin, Faith and Duty  Luke 17:1-10 
2). Ten Lepers  Luke 17:11-19 (30-35MM) 
3). He Will Come Like Lightning  Luke 17:20-37 
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4). Will He Find Faith?  Luke 18:1-8 
5). Two Men's Prayers in Contrast  Luke 18:9-14 
6). Divorce  Matt 19:3-12; Mark 10:2-12 
7). Let the Children Come  Matt 19:13-15a; Mark 10:13-16; Luke 18:15-17 
8). A Friend Is Dead  John 11:1-16 
9). Come Out!  John 11:17-44 (31-35MM) 
10). Plotting His Death  John 11:45-57 

E. His Work Concludes 
1). Wealthy and Sad  Matt 19:15b-26; Mark 10:17-27; Luke 18:18-27 
2). Promised Rewards  Matt 19:27–20:16; Mark 10:28-31; Luke 18:28-30 
3). Are You Able?  Matt 20:17-28; Mark 10:32-45; Luke 18:31-34 
4). Wanting to See  Matt 20:29-34; Mark 10:46-52; Luke 18:35–19:10 (32-35MM) 
5). Parable of Money Usage  Luke 19:11-27 

6. Jesus' Triumph:  The Final Week and Consummation 
A. The Triumphal Entry  

1). Anointed for Burial  Matt 26:6-13; Mark 14:3-9; Luke 22:1; John 11:55-12:11 
2). Messiah Enters Jerusalem  Matt 21:1-11; Mark 11:1-11; Luke 19:29-44; John 12:12-19 
3). Leaves, But Not Fruit  Matt 21:12-22; Mark 11:12-26; Luke 19:45-46 (33-35MM) 
4). His Authority Is Challenged  Matt 21:23-27; Mark 11:27-33; Luke 20:1-8 
5). A Rejected Stone  Matt 21:28-46; Mark 12:1-12; Luke 19:47-48; 29:9-18 
6). A Prince's Wedding Banquet  Matt 22:1-14 
7). Give God What Is God's  Matt 22:15-22; Mark 12:13-17; Luke 20:19-26 

B. Final Teachings 
1). A Marriage Puzzle  Matt 22:23-33; Mark 12:18-27; Luke 20:27-40 
2). The Greatest Commandment  Matt 22:34-40; Mark 12:28-34 
3). The Tough Question  Matt 22:41-46;  Mark 12:35-37; Luke 20:41-44 
4). Blind Guides  Matt 23:1-39; Mark 12:38-40; Luke 20:45-47; 21:38 

a. Warnings in the Temple  Mark 12:38-40; Luke 20:45-47; 21:38 
b. Importance of Servanthood  Matt 23:1-12 
c. Seven Woes  Matt 23:13-36 
d. Jesus’ Lament over Jerusalem  Matt 23:37-39 

5). A Poor Widow's Gift  Mark 12:41-44; Luke 21:1-4 
6). Greatly Distressed  John 12:20-36a 
7). Seeing God  John 12:36b-50 
8). The Olivet Discourse  Matt 24:1-51; Mark 13:1-37; Luke 21:5-36 

a. The Prophecy of the Destruction of Jerusalem  Matt 24:1-2; Mark 13:1-2; 
Luke 21:5-6 

b. Questions by the Disciples  Matt 24:3; Mark 13:3-4; Luke 21:7 
c. Warnings  Matt 24:4-6; Mark 13:5-7; Luke 21:8-9 
d. Prophecy of Persecutions Matt 24:7-14; Mark 13:8-13; Luke 21:10-19 
e. Specific Prophecies of the Destruction of Jerusalem  Luke 21:20-24 
f. Prophecies of the Tribulation  Matt 24:15-28; Mark 13:14-23 
g. Prophecies of the Second Advent  Matt 24:29-31; Mark 13:24-27; Luke 

21:25-28 
h. Parable of the Fig Tree  Matt 24:32-36; Mark 13:28-32; Luke 21:29-33 cf Matt 

21:18-22; 25:13; Mark 11:12-14, 20-25; Luke 13:6-9 
i. The Comparison to the Ante-Deluvians  Matt 24:37-41 cf Luke 17:22-36 
j. The Application  Matt 24:42-44; Mark 13:33-37; Luke 21:34-36 cf 35-40 
k. The Faithful Bondservant  Matt 24:45-51 cf Luke 12:41-48 

9). Parable of the Ten Virgins  Matt 25:1-13 
10). Parable of the Talents  Matt 25:14-30 
11). The Judgment  Matt 25:31-46 
12). The Traitor Bargains  Matt 26:1-5, 14-16; Mark 14:1-2, 10-11; Luke 22:2-6 

C. The Last Supper 
1). The Final Passover  Matt 26:17-20; Mark 14:12-17; Luke 22:7-16 
2). Washing Feet  John 13:1-20 
3). Someone Will Betray Me  Matt 26:21-25; Mark 14:18-21; Luke 22:21-23; John 13:21-33 
4). His Body, His Blood  Matt 26:26-29; Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:17-20 
5). A New Commandment  Luke 22:24-34; John 13:34-38 
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6). Don't Be Troubled  John 14:1-14 
7). If You Love Me  John 14:15-31 
8). Take a Sword  Luke 22:35-38 

D. The Upper Room Discourse 
1). The Vine and the Branches  John 15:1-8 
2). I Call You Friends  John 15:9-17 
3). The World's Hatred  John 15:18-25 
4). The Coming Helper  John 15:26-16:15 
5). From Sorrow to Joy  John 16:16-24 
6). Returning to the Father  John 16:25-28 
7). I Have Overcome the World  John 16:29-33 
8). The High Priestly Prayer  John 17:1-26 

a. The Son’s First Request–Glorify the Father  John 17:1-4 
b. The Son’s Second Request–Restore My Glory  John 17:5-10 
c. The Son’s Third Request–Protect the Disciples  John 17:11-16 
d. The Son’s Fourth Request–Sanctify the Disciples  John 17:17-23 
e. The Son’s Fifth Request-Glorify the Father  John 17:24-26 

9). Arguing with the Lord  Matt 26:30-35; Mark 14:26-31 
E. His Trials 

1). Not My Will, but Yours  Matt 26:36-46; Mark 14:32-42; Luke 22:40-46; John 18:1 
2). The Betrayal  Matt 26:47-56; Mark 14:43-52; Luke 22:47-53; John 18:2-11 (34-35MM) 
3). Why Question Me?  Matt 26:57; Mark 14:53; Luke 22:54a; John 18:12-14, 19-24 
4). Following at a Distance  Matt 26:58; Mark 14:54; Luke 22:54b-55; John 18:15-18,25 
5). Are You the Son of God?  Matt 26:59-68; Mark 14:55-65; Luke 22:63-65 
6). Peter Accused  Matt 26:69-75; Mark 14:56b-72; Luke 22:56-62; John 18:26-27 
7). The Verdict Confirmed  Matt 27:1-2; Mark 15:1; Luke 22:66–23:1 
8). The Traitor's End  Matt 27:3-10 
9). Roman Judgment  Matt 27:11-14; Mark 15:2-5; Luke 23:2-3; John 18:28-38a 
10). No Answers for King Herod  Luke 23:4-12; John 18:38b 

F. The Crucifixion 
1). Crucify Him!  Matt 27:15-23a; Mark 15:6-14; Luke 23:13-23a; John 18:39-40 
2). Sentenced to Die  Matt 27:23b-31; Mark 15:15-20; Luke 23:23b-25; John 19:1-16 
3). To Golgotha  Matt 27:32-36, 38; Mark 15:21-25, 27-28; Luke 23:26-34; John 19:17-18, 

23-24 
4). On the Cross  Matt 27:37, 39-44; Mark 15:26, 29-32; Luke 23:35-43; John 19:19-22, 

25-27 
5). It Is Finished  Matt 27:45-51; Mark 15:33-38; Luke 23:44-46; John 19:28-30 
6). Awesome Wonders  Matt 27:52-56; Mark 15:39-41; Luke 23:47-49; John 19:31-37 
7). From the Cross to the Tomb  Matt 27:57-61; Mark 15:42-47; Luke 23:50-56; John 

19:38-42 
8). The Tomb Is Sealed  Matt 27:62-66 

G. The Resurrection 
1). The Resurrection  Matt 28:1-10; Mark 16:1-8; Luke 24:1-12; John 20:1-18 (35-35MM) 
2). The Guards Are Bribed  Matt 28:11-15 
3). Appearance On the Road to Emmaus  Luke 24:13-35 
4). Behind Locked Doors  Luke 24:36-43; John 20:19-23 
5). Seeing and Believing  John 20:24-31 
6). A Fishing Trip  Matt 28:16-17; John 21:1-25 
7). Parting Words  Matt 28:16-20; Luke 24:44-53; Acts 1:1-11 



John 2:13-23 
First Cleansing of the Temple 

 
2. Jesus' Ministry Begins:  Year One  April 29-30 A.D. 

A. His Work Begins in Judea 
1). First Cleansing of the Temple  John 2:13-23 

 
John 2:13 = The First Passover after His Public Ministry Begins 
 
And the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 
 
Summary: 
1. April 7, 30 A.D. 
2. Coming from Cana.  Going South but uphill. 
 
John 2:14 = The Setting 
 
And He found in the temple those who were selling oxen and sheep and doves, and the moneychangers 
seated. 
 
Summary: 
1. These were people who were selling the animals used in sacrifices. 
2. They had to exchange their Roman money but the Temple Shekels. 
3. They charged a premium for the exchange. 
 
John 2:15 = Jesus' Action 
 
And He made a scourge of cords, and drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and the oxen; and 
He poured out the coins of the moneychangers, and overturned their tables; 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus was humanly strong.  A carpenter. 
2. The biggest problem:  They were in the Temple. 
 
John 2:16 = Jesus' Authority 
 
and to those who were selling the doves He said, "Take these things away; stop making My Father's 
house a house of merchandise." 
 
Summary: 
1. This is the first example of His use of authority. 
2. He first addresses those who were abusing the poor, the dove sellers. 
3. He initially proclaims that God is His Father. 
 
Principle #1:  God's house is not to be used as an outlet for greed. 
 
John 2:17 = The Disciples' Response 
 
His disciples remembered that it was written, "Zeal for Thy house will consume me." 
 
Summary: 
1. They may have recognized it here, but probably remembered it after His Resurrection and 

Ascension. 
2. This comes from a prophecy in a Davidic psalm.  Psalm 69:9 
3. Become a true disciple by faith and understanding will come.  John 7:17 
 
Principle #2:  Look as a disciple for God's Word lived out in life.



 
 
John 2:18 = The Jews Response–They Want a Sign 
 
The Jews therefore answered and said to Him, "What sign do You show to us, seeing that You do these 
things?" 
 
Comment:  The Jews always wanted a sign. 
 
John 2:19 = Jesus' Reply 
 
Jesus answered and said to them, "Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up." 
 
Comment:  This is similar to the sign of Jonah. 
 
John 2:20 = A Failure to Understand 
 
The Jews therefore said, "It took forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?" 
 
Summary: 
1. They failed to understand what He was saying. 
2. The Temple began being rebuilt under Herod in 17 B.C. 
3. 30 A.D. minus 46 years = 16 B.C. + 1 
4. Don't count year 1. 
 
John 2:21 = The Interpretation of the Sign 
 
But He was speaking of the temple of His body. 
 
Comment:  Herein is the problem:  they were more interested in overt things than spiritual things. 
 
Principle #3:  When all we are interested in is things we can see, our spiritual understanding is non-

existent or limited. 
 
John 2:22 = The Disciples' Memory 
 
When therefore He was raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that He said this; and they 
believed the Scripture, and the word which Jesus had spoken. 
 
Principle #4:  Understanding may not be immediate, even for disciples. 
 
John 2:23 = People Added to the Kingdom 
 
Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many believed in His name, beholding 
His signs which He was doing. 
 
Summary: 
1. Actually a new paragraph, but adds to this one. 
2. The real problem is that they sought the signs they wanted to see and did not consider what was 

being done.  God, being God, does what reveals who He is.  He will not submit to one who tries to 
assume a position of authority over Him.  Satan wanted Jesus to do miracles that would have 
placed Him under his authority. 

 
Principle #5:  Seek the signs that lead to Jesus. 
 
Signs: 
1. Signs were part of the Divine validation of Jesus.  Heb 2:4  God also bearing witness with them, both 

by signs and wonders and by various miracles and by gifts of the Holy Spirit according to His own will. 
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2. Jesus Himself was a sign-one that would be opposed.  Luke 2:34  And Simeon blessed them, and 
said to Mary His mother, "Behold, this Child is appointed for the fall and rise of many in Israel, and for a 
sign to be opposed-- 

3. Jesus Himself was the reality of the Kingdom.  Luke 17:20-22  Now having been questioned by the 
Pharisees as to when the kingdom of God was coming, He answered them and said, "The kingdom of 
God is not coming with signs to be observed; nor will they say, 'Look, here it is!' or, 'There it is!' For 
behold, the kingdom of God is in your midst."  And He said to the disciples, "The days shall come when 
you will long to see one of the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it. 

4. Jesus realized the peoples' "need" for signs.  John 4:47-48  When he heard that Jesus had come out 
of Judea into Galilee, he went to Him, and was requesting Him to come down and heal his son; for he 
was at the point of death.  Jesus therefore said to him, "Unless you people see signs and wonders, you 
simply will not believe."  Cf John 4:54  This is again a second sign that Jesus performed, when He had 
come out of Judea into Galilee. 

5. The miracle at the wedding in Cana was a sign.  John 2:11  This beginning of {His} signs Jesus did in 
Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory, and His disciples believed in Him.   

6. Many recognized His miracles as valid signs.  John 2:23   Now when He was in Jerusalem at the 
Passover, during the feast, many believed in His name, beholding His signs which He was doing. John 
6:2 And a great multitude was following Him, because they were seeing the signs which He was 
performing on those who were sick. John 6:14 When therefore the people saw the sign which He had 
performed, they said, "This is of a truth the Prophet who is to come into the world." John 7:31 But many 
of the multitude believed in Him; and they were saying, "When the Christ shall come, He will not perform 
more signs than those which this man has, will He?" John 12:17-18 (Lazarus) And so the multitude who 
were with Him when He called Lazarus out of the tomb, and raised him from the dead, were bearing Him 
witness.  For this cause also the multitude went and met Him, because they heard that He had performed 
this sign. 

7. Even the religious leaders recognized His miracles as signs.  John 3:2 this man came to Him by 
night, and said to Him, "Rabbi, we know that You have come from God {as} a teacher; for no one can do 
these signs that You do unless God is with him." John 9:16 Therefore some of the Pharisees were 
saying, "This man is not from God, because He does not keep the Sabbath." But others were saying, 
"How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?" And there was a division among them. John 
11:47-48  Therefore the chief priests and the Pharisees convened a council, and were saying, "What are 
we doing? For this man is performing many signs.  "If we let Him go on like this, all men will believe in 
Him, and the Romans will come and take away both our place and our nation." 

8. Those who truly seek Him will read the signs.  John 20:30-31  Many other signs therefore Jesus also 
performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these have been written that 
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life in His name. 

9. True disciples will be given some understanding.  (They wanted to know what would be the "sign" 
of His return and He answered them)  Matt 24:3  And as He was sitting on the Mount of Olives, the 
disciples came to Him privately, saying, "Tell us, when will these things be, and what will be the sign of 
Your coming, and of the end of the age?" cf Matt 24:30 and then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in 
the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the 
clouds of the sky with power and great glory.  

 
Principle #6:  Don't seek signs for selfish reasons. 
 
Seeking Signs: 
1. Seeking signs (overt manifestations of power) as a cover for rejection of the Lord or protection of 

one's power or position is a characteristic of unbelief and/or legalism in an evil (issue of the heart) 
and adulterous (rationalized immorality) generation.  Matt 12:38-40  Then some of the scribes and 
Pharisees answered Him, saying, "Teacher, we want to see a sign from You."  But He answered and said 
to them, "An evil and adulterous generation craves for a sign; and yet no sign shall be given to it but the 
sign of Jonah the prophet; for just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the sea 
monster, so shall the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.  (Jesus is going 
to give them an undeniable sign) 

2. Therefore, Jesus promised them only the undeniable "sign of Jonah," seeking to make them look 
to the reality rather than at the sign.  Matt 16:1-4  (He had already performed many signs and they still 
wanted one-something really big like vaporize the Romans)  And the Pharisees and Sadducees came up, 
and testing Him asked Him to show them a sign from heaven.  But He answered and said to them, "When 
it is evening, you say, 'It will be fair weather, for the sky is red.'  "And in the morning, 'There will be a 
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storm today, for the sky is red and threatening. 'Do you know how to discern the appearance of the sky, 
but cannot discern the signs of the times?  "An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign; and a 
sign will not be given it, except the sign of Jonah." And He left them, and went away. 

3. It is valid to seek Jesus because of signs seen, but let it not be so that He can simply satisfy your 
appetite for things.  John 6:26-30 cf James 4:1-3  Jesus answered them and said, "Truly, truly, I say to 
you, you seek Me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate of the loaves, and were filled.  "Do 
not work for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man 
shall give to you, for on Him the Father, even God, has set His seal."  They said therefore to Him, "What 
shall we do, that we may work the works of God?"  Jesus answered and said to them, "This is the work of 
God, that you believe in Him whom He has sent."  They said therefore to Him, "What then do You do for a 
sign, that we may see, and believe You? What work do You perform? 

4. The recognition of signs alone will not guarantee belief.  John 12:37-38  But though He had 
performed so many signs before them, yet they (the multitude) were not believing in Him (son of Man 
must be lifted up); that the word of Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, which he spoke, "Lord, who has 
believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?" 



John 2:23-3:21 
Jesus Teaches the New Birth 

 
2. Jesus' Ministry Begins:  Year One  April 29-30 A.D. 

A. His Work Begins in Judea 
1). First Cleansing of the Temple  John 2:13-23 
2). Jesus Teaches the New Birth  John 2:23-3:21 

 
John 2:23 = People Added to the Kingdom 
 
Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover, during the feast, many believed in His name, beholding 
His signs which He was doing. 
 
Comment:  People were coming to the Lord because of what they saw. 
 
John 2:24 = Jesus' Hesitation to Trust Them 
 
But Jesus, on His part, was not entrusting (i.e. have faith in them) Himself to them (those who believed), for 
He knew all men, 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus was not naïve. 
2. Salvation is a matter of the heart, not just a mindset that Jesus is great. 
 
John 2:25 = The Reason For The Hesitation 
 
and because He did not need anyone to bear witness concerning man for He Himself knew what was in man. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus knew about the Sin Nature and how changeable it is. 
2. He knew about all the false motives. 
3. He knew all the facades that men use. 
4. He also knew how superficial people's belief can be. 
5. Genuine, but no depth. 
6. These verses introduce the narrative to three interviews Jesus has: 

A. Nicodemus (3:1-21)  
B. The Samaritan woman (4:7-38)  
C. The Royal Official in Cana (4:46-54) 

 
John 3:1 = Nicodemus the Pharisee 
 
Now there was a man of the Pharisees, named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews; 
 
Summary: 
1. Pharisees were law-driven conservative Jews. 
2. Nicodemus was a ruler (ARCHON), a member of the Sanhedrin. 
 
John 3:2 = Nicodemus' View of Jesus 
 
this man came to Him by night, and said to Him, "Rabbi (title of respect not normally used by the Pharisees), 
we know that You have come from God as a teacher; for no one can do these signs that You do unless 
God is with him." 
 
Summary: 
1. Nicodemus came to check out Jesus, but not openly. 
2. He was cautious, but open-minded. 
3. He is correct, but incomplete in his evaluation. 
4. Jesus is reading what will reach him. 



 
John 3:3 = Jesus' Bait 
 
Jesus answered and said to him, "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again (ANWTHEN = from 
above), he cannot see the kingdom of God." 
 
Comment:  As birth is required for entrance into this world, a new birth is required for entrance into God's 

kingdom. 
 
John 3:4 = Nicodemus' Lack of Understanding 
 
Nicodemus said to Him, "How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a second time into his 
mother's womb and be born, can he?" 
 
Comment:  Nicodemus is so focused on the physical that the spiritual is foreign to him. 
 
Principle #1:  Purely physical interpretations of life can blind us to spiritual truths. 
 
John 3:5 = The Need for Being Born Again 
 
Jesus answered, "Truly, truly (Amen, Amen), I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God. 
 
Summary: 
1. Context:  John's baptism; Nicodemus' frame of reference. 
2. Baptism based on repentance and recognition of the Lamb-Messiah. 
3. The Holy Spirit is the agent of regeneration. 
4. Although not stated, Nicodemus may have been baptized by John. 
5. Water though based on the next verse refers to the bag of waters that encases the child until 

shortly before birth. 
6. The key is that change happens in both the physical and spiritual births.  Water baptism is 

designed to portray a spiritual change. 
 
John 3:6 = The Difference between the Spiritual And Physical 
 
"That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 
 
Comment:  There is not just a physical birth but a spiritual birth to undergo. 
 
John 3:7 = Don't Shut Down Your Thinking 
 
"Do not marvel that I said to you, 'You must be born again (from above).' 
 
Comment:  Don't let your logic be based purely on the physical. 
 
John 3:8 = Consider this Illustration 
 
"The wind (PNEUMA = play on words) blows where it wishes and you hear the sound of it, but do not know 
where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit." 
 
Summary: 
1. Some things you can't see, but you know they exist. 
2. Some things you can't explain, but you know they are real. 
3. Entrance into the kingdom is not an issue of overt conformity. 



John 3:9 = Nicodemus Still Doesn't Understand 
 
Nicodemus answered and said to Him, "How can these things be?" 
 
Summary: 
1. This is not so much a question of unbelief as a request for direction. 
2. Nicodemus was probably familiar with Eze 36:25-28 
3. The requirement of a "new birth" also indicated that birth into the line of Abraham was not 

sufficient for salvation. 
 
John 3:10 = Jesus' Challenge to Nicodemus 
 
Jesus answered and said to him, "Are you the teacher of Israel, and do not understand (OU + GINWSKW = 
comprehend; conscious knowledge of; not an issue of understanding) these things? 
 
Summary: 
1. Nicodemus was probably considered one of the greatest teachers in all of Israel. Cf Gamaliel 
2. He viewed himself as the best. 
3. Jesus touched on his sin. 
 
Principle #2:  Arrogance can blind us to spiritual truth. 
 
John 3:11 = The Issue to Nicodemus Is Unbelief 
 
"Truly, truly (Amen, Amen), I say to you, we (the disciples) speak that which we know, and bear witness of 
that which we have seen; and you do not receive our witness. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus spoke with inherent authority. 
2. Nicodemus, hasn't Israel rejected God before?? 
 
John 3:12 = The Results of Lack of Belief In the Basics 
 
"If I told you earthly things and you do not believe, how shall you believe if I tell you heavenly things? 
 
Comment:  If you can't understand concrete analogies, how will you be able to understand abstract 

analogies? 
 
John 3:13 = Here Are Some Facts 
 
"And no one has ascended into heaven, but He who descended from heaven, even the Son of Man. 
 
Summary: 
1. Revelation from God has to be the basis of faith, not discovery of the physical. 
2. Without faith you will never "see" the kingdom of God. 
 
Principle #3:  Jesus is the revelation of spiritual truth. 
 
John 3:14 = Jesus Must Be Judged 
 
"And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus is giving Nicodemus the crux of the Gospel. 
2. He refers him to Number 21:4-9.  Nicodemus would know this very well. 
3. The Jews were disobedient to God and complaining about Him. 
4. So they faced the "Judged Serpent" test. 
5. Life was an issue of grace and faith. 
6. Jesus is going to take the place of judgment and He must be looked at for salvation. 



 
Exhalted (Lifted Up): 
1. Jesus will be "exalted" (lifted up) on the cross.  John 12:32-34  (He is exalted in the sense that He 

was qualified)  "And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself." But He was saying this 
to indicate the kind of death by which He was to die.  The multitude therefore answered Him, "We have 
heard out of the Law that the Christ is to remain forever; and how can You say, 'The Son of Man must be 
lifted up'? Who is this Son of Man?" 

2. He will then be "exalted" to the right hand of the Father.  Acts 2:33  "Therefore having been exalted 
to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has 
poured forth this which you both see and hear.  Acts 5:31  "He is the one whom God exalted to His right 
hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins. 

3. Humility leads to exaltation.  Php 2:6-8; James 4:10 Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, 
and He will exalt you.  1 Pet 5:6-7 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God, that He 
may exalt you at the proper time, casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you. 

 
John 3:15 = So That Faith In Him May Bring Salvation 
 
that whoever believes may in Him have eternal life. 
 
Summary: 
1. Numbers gave you a concrete example of a spiritual truth. 
2. Israel was going to be judged for sin (2 Cor 5:21). 
3. Israel was disobedient and grumbling, thus sinners. 

A. They were being disciplined. 
B. They were not able to save themselves. 
C. There was no human antidote for the poison. 
D. They had to look by faith for deliverance from their sins. 

 
Principle #4:  Jesus was judged so that we could be saved by grace through faith. 
Principle #5:  Salvation involves receiving a gift, not doing something to earn it. 
 
John 3:16 = The Simple Gospel Truth 
 
"For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should 
not perish, but have eternal life. 
 
FOR GOD:  The Greatest One, none other 
SO LOVED THE WORLD:  The Greatest Motive, unconditional 
THAT HE GAVE:  The Greatest Act, love is expressed in action 
HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON:  The Greatest Gift, totally unique. 
THAT WHOEVER:  The Greatest Invitation, not limited 
BELIEVES:  The Greatest Simplicity, has faith-trusts 
IN HIM:  The Greatest Person, the Son 
SHALL NOT PERISH:  The Greatest Delivery, promise of deliverance 
BUT:  The Greatest Contrast, heaven or hell? 
HAVE:  The Greatest Certainty, guarantee. 
ETERNAL LIFE:  The Greatest Possession, promise of possession. 
 
Principle #6:  The greatest quest in life has been solved!!! 
 
John 3:17 = Jesus' Mission–To Save 
 
"For (why belief in Christ is sufficient-it was His mission) God did not send the Son into the world to judge the 
world, but that the world should be saved through Him. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus' intent at the First Advent was to provide salvation to all.  (The world) Luke 19:10  "For the 

Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost." 



 15

2. One day He will return and render judgment.  John 5:22-30  "For not even the Father judges anyone, 
but He has given all judgment to the Son, in order that all may honor the Son, even as they honor the 
Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.  "Truly, truly, I say to 
you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into 
judgment, but has passed out of death into life.  "Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming and now is, 
when the dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God; and those who hear shall live.  "For just as the 
Father has life in Himself, even so He gave to the Son also to have life in Himself; and He gave Him 
authority to execute judgment, because He is the Son of Man.  "Do not marvel at this; for an hour is 
coming, in which all who are in the tombs shall hear His voice, and shall come forth; those who did the 
good deeds to a resurrection of life, those who committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment.  "I 
can do nothing on My own initiative. As I hear, I judge; and My judgment is just, because I do not seek My 
own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. 

3. When Jesus does judge it will not be based on appearances but on reality.  John 7:24  "Do not 
judge according to appearance, but judge with righteous judgment."  John 8:15-16  "You people judge 
according to the flesh; I am not judging anyone.  "But even if I do judge, My judgment is true; for I am not 
alone in it, but I and He who sent me.  2 Cor 5:10 

4. The judgment will be based on the standard of God's word.  John 12:46-50  "I have come as light 
into the world, that everyone who believes in Me may not remain in darkness.  "And if anyone hears My 
sayings, and does not keep them, I do not judge him; for I did not come to judge the world, but to save the 
world.  "He who rejects Me, and does not receive My sayings, has one who judges him; the word I spoke 
is what will judge him at the last day.  "For I did not speak on My own initiative, but the Father Himself 
who sent Me has given Me commandment, what to say, and what to speak.  "And I know that His 
commandment is eternal life; therefore the things I speak, I speak just as the Father has told Me." 

 
John 3:18 = The Importance of Faith in Christ 
 
"He who believes in Him is not judged (OU + PPI KRINW); he who does not believe has been judged 
already (Pf Ps Ind KRINW), because he has not believed (OUK + Pf AI PISTEUW) in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God. 
 
Summary: 
1. The standard has been established. 
2. Without faith in Jesus Christ the judgment has already been made. 
3. Nothing simpler, nothing more important. 
 
John 3:19 = The Fact of Man's Rejection of Christ 
 
"And (DE = but) this is the judgment (KRISIS = basis of decision, why the  determination), that the light is 
come (Pf AI ERCHOMAI) into the world, and men loved (AAI AGAPAW) the darkness rather than the light; 
for their deeds were (IPF EIMI) evil (PONEROS = become evil; involves more the issue of good done apart from 
God). 
 
Summary: 
1. In view is a decision based on facts. 
2. Men love their evil deeds and do not see the need for deliverance from them. 
3. Even when "The Light" is standing in their midst. 
 
John 3:20 = Evil Man Hides from the Light 
 
"For everyone who does (PAPTC PRASSW) evil hates (PAI MISEW) the light, and does not come (OUK + 
PAI ERCHOMAI) to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed (APS ELEGCHW = exposed with the idea of 
rebuke). 
 
Summary: 
1. Those involved in evil do not want their activities revealed. 
2. They do not want to be rebuked for them, so they hide.  Gen 3:8 
3. As love is expressed through selfless giving (v16), hate is expressed selfish actions. 
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Light: 
1. Jesus is everyone's "Light."  Luke 2:32  A light of revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of Thy 

people Israel." 
2. Jesus' life exposes darkness.  John 1:4-9  In Him was life, and the life was the light of men.  And the 

light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend (KATALAMBANW = overpower) it.  
There came a man, sent from God, whose name was John.  He came for a witness, that he might bear 
witness of the light, that all might believe through him.  He was not the light, but came that he might bear 
witness of the light.  There was the true light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man. John 
9:5  "While I am in the world, I am the light of the world." 

3. Jesus' life lights the way.  John 8:12  Again therefore Jesus spoke to them, saying, "I am the light of 
the world; he who follows Me shall not walk in the darkness, but shall have the light of life."  

4. Following Jesus is the way out of this darkness.  John 12:44-46  And Jesus cried out and said, "He 
who believes in Me does not believe in Me, but in Him who sent Me.  "And he who beholds Me beholds 
the One who sent Me.  "I have come as light into the world, that everyone who believes in Me may not 
remain in darkness. 

5. The Holy Spirit exposes the darkness of sin.  John 16:8  "And He, when He comes, will convict the 
world concerning sin, and righteousness, and judgment;    

6. Christians are to expose the deeds of darkness.  Eph 5:11-14  And do not participate in the unfruitful 
deeds of darkness, but instead even expose them; for it is disgraceful even to speak of the things which 
are done by them in secret.  But all things become visible when they are exposed by the light, for 
everything that becomes visible is light.  For this reason it says, "Awake, sleeper, and arise from the 
dead, and Christ will shine on you." 

7. The Lord exposes our sin, because He loves us.  Rev 3:19  Those whom I love, I reprove and 
discipline; be zealous therefore, and repent.    

 
John 3:21 = The "Righteous" Man Comes to the Light 
 
"But he who practices (PAPTC POIEW = does) the truth comes (PAI ERCHOMAI = is coming) to the light, 
that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God." 
 
Summary: 
1. Here an unrighteous man is seen as one who is either involved in flagrant sin or evil, or wants the 

credit for himself instead of for God.  1 Cor 10:31  Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, 
do all to the glory of God. 

2. We are saved so as to do good works (not saved by doing them).  Eph 2:8-10  For by grace you 
have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, 
that no one should boast.  For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which 
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

3. Surrendering your Ministry to Jesus Christ:  Acts 20:32  "And now I commend you to God and to the 
word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are 
sanctified. 

 
Salvation: 
1. Is available to anyone.  V16 
2. Is a desire of Jesus Christ.  V17 
3. Is an issue of faith in Jesus Christ.  V18 
4. Is a matter of choice of loves.  V19 
5. Is an exposure of evil.  V20 
6. Is to the glory of God.  V21 
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John 3:22-36 
John the Baptist’s Tribute to Jesus 

 
2. Jesus' Ministry Begins:  Year One  April 29-30 A.D. 

A. His Work Begins in Judea 
1). First Cleansing of the Temple  John 2:13-23 
2). Jesus Teaches the New Birth  John 2:23-3:21 
3). John the Baptist's Tribute to Jesus  John 3:22-36 

 
John 3:22 = Jesus and His Disciples Go to Work 
 
After these things Jesus and His disciples came into the land of Judea, and there He was spending time 
with them and baptizing. 
 
Summary: 
1. South of Jerusalem. 
2. Begins His ministry teaching existing disciples and making new ones. 
 
John 3:23 = John Keeps Up His Work 
 
And John also was baptizing in Aenon near Salim, because there was much water there; and they were 
coming and were being baptized. 
 
Summary: 
1. The potential for conflict exists.   
2. Who do people go to:  Jesus or John? 
 
John 3:24 = A Time Tag 
 
For John had not yet been thrown into prison. 
 
Summary: 
1. The account is in Matt 14:3-12. 
2. John was beheaded there by Herod. 
 
John 3:25 = A Question Arises 
 
There arose therefore a discussion on the part of John's disciples with a Jew about purification 
(KATHARISMOS = cleansing, cleanness; usually in the Levitical sense; Mark 1:44; Luke 2:22; 5:14; John 2:6). 
 
Summary: 
1. They were trying to decide if John's baptism was simply a ceremonial purification, or a 

forgiveness of sins, like Jesus was doing. 
2. Jesus was the reality of purification from sins.  Heb 1:3  And He is the radiance of His glory and the 

exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His power. When He had made 
purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high;  

3. If we forget that we become spiritually shortsighted.  2 Pet 1:8-9  For if these qualities are yours and 
are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his 
former sins. 

 
John 3:26 = John's Following Is Going to Jesus 
 
And they came to John and said to him, "Rabbi, He who was with you beyond the Jordan, to whom you 
have borne witness, behold, He is baptizing, and all are coming to Him." 
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Summary: 
1. John is losing His following and his disciples are concerned. 
2. Some of these disciples will hang on stubbornly to John rather than to Jesus for years into the 

Church Age (Acts 19:1-7) 
3. They followed the man and not the message. 
 
John 3:27 = John's Understanding of Grace 
 
John answered and said, "A man can receive nothing, unless it has been given him from heaven. 
 
Comment:  John understood God's grace in giving a ministry to man. 
 
John 3:28 = John's Understanding of His Mission 
 
"You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, 'I am not the Christ,' but, 'I have been sent before Him.' 
 
Comment:  John knew the ministry given to him. 
 
John 3:29 = The "Best Man" Rejoices 
 
"He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, 
rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom's voice. And so this joy of mine has been made full. 
 
Comment:  Rejoice over your role within the Plan of God. 
 
John 3:30 = The Bottom Line for John and Us 
 
"He must increase, but I must decrease. 
 
Summary: 
1. John is saying this in relation to the visibility, popularity and scope of his ministry. 
2. He is teaching through a spiritual principle. 
3. We are to become more like Jesus. 
 
John 3:31 = Jesus Is from Heaven 
 
"He who comes from above is above all, he who is of the earth is from the earth and speaks of the earth. 
He who comes from heaven is above all. 
 
Summary: 
1. John taught Jesus' Deity. 
2. John taught Jesus' Authority. 
 
John 3:32 = Jesus Brings Personal Testimony 
 
"What He has seen and heard, of that He bears witness; and no man (i.e. standing here right now; in context, 
"not one of you") receives (PAI LAMBANW = is receiving) His witness. 
 
Summary: 
1. John's disciples had a problem. 
2. They were not listening to John or to Jesus. 
3. It was celebrity worship and they missed The Celebrity. 
 
John 3:33 = The Importance of Receiving Christ 
 
"He who has received His witness has set his seal to this, that God is true. 
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Summary: 
1. At this point only John has received Christ's witness. 
2. When a person accepts Christ's testimony, he has "staked his reputation" upon the truth of God's 

Word. 
3. Some reputations may be bad and some good. 
4. It means you are throwing all of your influence to the Lord. 
 
John 3:34 = The Test of the Words 
 
"For He whom God has sent speaks the words of God; for He gives the Spirit without measure. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus spoke the words of His Father. 
2. Jesus had the Holy Spirit without measure. 
3. The Holy Spirit reveals truth. 
 
John 3:35 = The Father's Love 
 
"The Father loves the Son, and has given all things into His hand. 
 
Summary: 
1. The Father not only loves the Son but trusts Him. 
2. The outcome of the Angelic Conflict is in Jesus' hands. 
 
John 3:36 = The Bottom Line for Mankind 
 
"He who believes in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son shall not see life, but the 
wrath of God abides on him." 
 
Summary: 
1. Here it is in black and white. 
2. Believe and be saved. 
3. Obey the Son and have abundant life. 
4. Don't obey and live under His wrath. 
 
Principles #1:  You will be tested to determine the most important thing in your life.  Mark 12:29-31  Do 

you love God? Cf 1 Cor 13 
Principle #2:  Your ministry is to proclaim and model Jesus Christ, not self.  (In that you find your joy) 
Principle #3:  If God the Father trusts His Son with all He has, so can we. 
Principle #4:  Obey the Son and have abundant life.  (Disobey at your own risk) 
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John 4:1-42 
The Woman at the Well (God’s Grace and Truth) 

 
2. Jesus' Ministry Begins:  Year One  April 29-30 A.D. 

A. His Work Begins in Judea 
1). First Cleansing of the Temple  John 2:13-22 
2). Jesus Teaches the New Birth  John 2:23-3:21 
3). John the Baptist's Tribute to Jesus  John 3:22-36 
4). The Woman at the Well  Matt 4:12; Mark 1:14; Luke 3:19-20; John 4:1-42 

 
God's Grace and Truth: 
1. John 4:1-26  Principles of one-on-one evangelism 

A. Contact  John 4:1-6 
B. Consideration  John 4:7-15 
C. Confrontation  John 4:16-26 

2. John 4:27-42  The Harvest 
A. Testify to others  John 4:27-30 
B. Transfer them to Jesus  John 4:31-38 
C. Test yourself  John 4:39-42 

 
God's Grace and Truth: 
1. John 4:1-26  Principles of one-on-one evangelism. 

A. Contact  John 4:1-6 
 
John 4:1  = The Setting   
 
When therefore the Lord knew that the Pharisees had heard that Jesus was making and baptizing more 
disciples than John 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus, south of Jerusalem in Judea, was making disciples. 
2. He knew that the Jerusalem Pharisees would soon be coming after Him to question Him as they 

had done John. 
3. They had at least heard of His cleansing of the Temple. 
4. He knew that envy and power were the real issues to the Pharisees, not truth.  They flunked the 

"decrease" test.  Cf 3:30 
 
John 4:2 = Clarification 
 
(although Jesus Himself was not baptizing, but His disciples were), 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus was the reality and did not want to let people think that since He had officiated at their ritual 

they were saved. 
2. Water Baptism points to identification with the Greatest. 
3. The one who baptizes is not the issue, the heart is.  Cf 1 Cor 1:10-17 
 
John 4:3 = His Decision to Move (Matt 4:12; Mark 1:14; Luke 3:19-20) 
 
He left Judea, and departed again into Galilee. 
 
Matt 4:12  Now when He heard that John had been taken into custody, He withdrew into Galilee; 
Mark 1:14  And after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, 
Luke 3:19-20  19 But when Herod the tetrarch was reproved by him (John) on account of Herodias, his brother’s 
wife, and on account of all the wicked things which Herod had done,  20 he added this also to them all, that he 
locked John up in prison. 
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Summary: 
1. He chose His time for conflict. 
2. They would have been more physically hostile at this time, since He had "cleansed the Temple." 
3. They would not have been open to truth. 
4. Avoidance of the conflict at this time was for their sakes, not His. 
 
Summary: 
1. John reproved Herod and was taken into custody.  Luke 3:18-20  (A Parenthesis)  So with many 

other exhortations also he preached the gospel to the people.  But when Herod the tetrarch was reproved 
by him on account of Herodias, his brother's wife, and on account of all the wicked things which Herod 
had done, he added this also to them all, that he locked John up in prison. 

2. This triggered his move to Galilee.  Matt 4:12-13  Now when He heard that John had been taken into 
custody, He withdrew into Galilee; and leaving Nazareth, He came and settled in Capernaum, which is by 
the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali.  Mark 1:14  And after John had been taken into custody, 
Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of God, 

 
John 4:4 = The Route 
 
And He had (DEI = was obligated) to pass through Samaria. 
 
Summary: 
1. This area was considered defiling by many Jews. 
2. The rift goes back to 539 B.C. 
3. They had a religion that was a combination of the worship of Jehovah and Baal worship. 
4. They were known for their wishy-washy attitude that bowed to every threat. 
5. This was not the shortest route so the obligation was spiritual. 
6. He was going to minister to Jewish outcasts. 
 
John 4:5 = A Stopover 
 
So He came to a city of Samaria, called Sychar, near the parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph; 
 
John 4:6 = The Availability 
 
and Jacob's well was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied from His journey, was sitting thus by the well. 
It was about the sixth hour. 
 
Summary: 
1. This area lies at the foot of Mt. Gerizim, the center of Samaritan worship. 
2. The area had been part of Jewish land for centuries.  Gen 33:19 
3. Jacob gave it to Joseph as part of his "double portion."  Gen 48:22 
4. The well was fed from a deep spring and was never dry, which pointed to God's faithfulness and 

grace. 
5. This woman was an outcast of outcasts.  She came by herself. 
 
God's Grace and Truth: 
1. John 4:1-26  Principles of one-on-one evangelism 

A. Contact  John 4:1-6 
B. Consideration  John 4:7-15 

 
John 4:7 = Jesus' Request of a Samaritan Woman 
 
There came a woman of Samaria to draw water. Jesus said to her, "Give Me a drink." 
 
Summary: 
1. Not a command but an extremely polite request.  Cf V9 
2. This was an unusual request because of cultural prejudice. 
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John 4:8 = Explanation 
 
For His disciples had gone away into the city to buy food. 
 
Comment:  Why He was alone. 
 
John 4:9 = Her Reply 
 
The Samaritan woman therefore said to Him, "How is it that You, being a Jew, ask  (PAI AITEW = to ask 
from an inferior to a superior; He asked as a servant would ask) me for a drink since I am a Samaritan 
woman?" (For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans.) 
 
Summary: 
1. This woman knew that Jesus was different. 
2. Her response is somewhat rude, but curious.  She is suspicious. 
3. He was the original "Good Samaritan" who treated others as He wanted to be treated. 
4. Many Jews would not have spoken at all to her and would certainly not have drank from her cup. 
5. Know any Christians you feel that way about?? 
 
John 4:10 = Jesus' Bait–A Fisherman 
 
Jesus answered and said to her, "If you knew (PPF OIDA = had known; i.e. no relationship) the gift of God, 
and who it is who says to you, 'Give Me a drink,' you would have asked (AITEW) Him, and He would have 
given you living water." 
 
Summary: 
1. The issue to the Lord was a lost soul that He would give His life to save. 
2. The "bait" was to start a conversation by asking for help. 
3. His polite request did not get a particularly polite response. 
4. Her past probably led her to distrust men. 
5. He was more interested in her soul, so He continues. 
6. He is trying to lift her thinking beyond the physical to the spiritual. 
 
John 4:11 = She Doesn't Understand 
 
She said to Him, "Sir (KURIOS = Lord, 1st use-not yet believed but progress is being made), you have nothing 
to draw with and the well is deep; where then do you get that living water? 
 
Summary: 
1. Her tone has softened but her eyes on still on the physical. 
2. Like Nicodemus she asks more questions. 
 
John 4:12 = Her Probing Question 
 
"You are not greater than our father Jacob, are you, who gave us the well, and drank of it himself, and his 
sons, and his cattle?" 
 
Summary: 
1. She tests His credibility and challenges his ability to provide "living water." 
2. Can He give them a better well than this one?  It is still 75' deep today. 
3. The Samaritans traced their ancestry through Joseph (always some tension between Joseph and 

the other sons of Jacob) but it had Assyrian genes as well. 
4. She was actually a Jew too. 
5. Christ is patient with her challenge. 
 
John 4:13 = Jesus’ Reply 
 
Jesus answered and said to her, "Everyone who drinks of this water shall thirst again; 
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Comment:  Uses the physical to illustrate the spiritual. 
 
John 4:14 = The Spiritual Issue 
 
but whoever drinks (AAS PINW = may drink; denoting potential) of the water that I (Myself) shall give (FAI 
DIDWMI = grace) him shall never thirst (double negative + "into the eternity"); but the water that I shall give 
him shall become (FAI GINOMAI = a promise) in him a well of water springing up to eternal life." 
 
Summary: 
1. This living water is available for everyone. 
2. The living water is a gift and it is different from the physical. 
3. He contrasts the temporary physical with the eternal spiritual. 
4. Spiritual laws are not required to conform to physical laws. 
5. One drink is all that is necessary as it becomes an inner spring. (the real fountain of youth)  Eternal 

Security again. 
6. When you fully appreciate the grace of Jesus Christ, your quest for eternal life is satisfied.  Eccl 3:11 
7. Indeed, one greater than Jacob was standing with her. 
8. Could He be standing with you and you not notice?? 
 
John 4:15 = She Still Doesn't Get It 
 
The woman said to Him, "Sir (Lord), give me this water, so I will not be thirsty, nor come all the way here 
to draw." 
 
Summary: 
1. She wants to ease her lifestyle. 
2. Salvation doesn't guarantee physical convenience in time. 
3. We have to function within the physical laws that God has established. 
4. But we will be able to do so with a new perspective. 
5. Work becomes service for Him, thankful for the ability to work, drawing on the living water in the soul. 
 
God's Grace and Truth: 
1. John 4:1-26  Principles of one-on-one evangelism 

A. Contact  John 4:1-6 
B. Consideration  John 4:7-15 
C. Confrontation  John 4:16-26 

 
John 4:16 = More Bait 
 
He said to her, "Go, call your husband, and come here." 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus gets her thinking and then gets deeper. 
2. He touches on her marriages. 
 
John 4:17 = Partial Truth 
 
The woman answered and said, "I have no husband." Jesus said to her, "You have well said, 'I have no 
husband'; 
 
John 4:18 = Getting at the Whole Truth 
 
for you have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is not your husband; this you have said 
truly." 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus brings up the most sensitive issue in her life.  Heb 4:12 
2. This is where people want healing. 
3. It reveals why she is there alone as an outcast among outcasts. 
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4. She is trying to quench her thirst through marriage.  Five have failed, so she didn't bother with the 
sixth. 

5. Jesus is telling her that her sins are not an issue in drinking of the living water.  He has known her 
sins all along. 

 
John 4:19 = The Conversation Deepens 
 
The woman said to Him, "Sir (Lord-3rd time), I perceive that You are a prophet. 
 
John 4:20 = A Doctrinal Issue Arises 
 
"Our fathers worshiped (AAI PROSKUNEW = fall on knees with one's face to the ground) in this mountain 
(Gerizim), and you people say that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought (DEI = are obligated) to 
worship." 
 
Summary: 
1. Christ's insight into her life advanced her thinking. 
2. She was trying to see whether or not He was a prophet. 
3. She was hesitant to call Him, "The Prophet" that the Samaritans were looking for, the Second 

Moses.  Cf Deut 34:10 
4. This is somewhat a diversion from her personal life issues.  Notice the subject change.  Christ 

didn't press it-the point had been made. 
5. With the issue of her lifestyle "handled" now what about "doctrine?" 
6. The Samaritans based their belief on Deut 11:29 & 27:1-28:68 where the blessings of God were 

recited.  Deut 11:29  "And it shall come about, when the LORD your God brings you into the land where 
you are entering to possess it, that you shall place the blessing on Mount Gerizim and the curse on Mount 
Ebal. 

7. The Jews cited the commissioning of Solomon to build the Temple in Jerusalem and Deut 12:5. 
Deut 12:5  "But you shall seek the LORD at the place which the LORD your God shall choose (the 
Samaritan text reads "has chosen" instead of "shall choose";  the difference is a yodh that 
changes a perfect to an imperfect) from all your tribes, to establish His name there for His dwelling, and 
there you shall come. 

8. The Samaritans only accepted the Pentateuch as their Scripture.  Thus there have been no other 
real "prophets" since Moses. 

9. So to her, Jesus is either "The Prophet" or a fraud. 
 
John 4:21 = A More Serious Threat Is Near 
 
Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe Me, an hour is coming when neither in this mountain, nor in 
Jerusalem, shall you worship the Father. (70 A.D.) 
 
John 4:22 = The Truth 
 
"You worship that (asn HOS = who, which, what, that; neuter is key; must refer to a reference to "spirit") which 
you do not know (OIDA); we worship that which we know (OIDA), for (the) salvation is from the Jews. 
 
C.T. = You worship the spirit which you do not know; we worship the spirit which we know, for the 

salvation is from the Jews. 
 
Summary: 
1. The Samaritans worship without understanding why-religion. 
2. There are some regenerate Jews who know why they worship. 
3. The truth is that Messiah is Jewish. 
 
John 4:23 = It's Not Where but How and Why 
 
"But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers shall worship the Father in spirit and truth; 
for such people the Father seeks to be His worshipers. 
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John 4:24 = The Important Doctrine 
 
"God is spirit (Lit:  Spirit is The God), and those who worship Him must (DEI = are obligated to) worship in 
spirit and truth." 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus prophesies that one day they will not be able to worship at either place. 
2. Neither the Jews nor Samaritans have a real relationship with the Father. 
3. They both have a religion. 
4. The place of worship is not an issue in a relationship with the Father. 
5. Worship is first a spiritual matter. 
6. Real worship is open and honest with God. 
7. The real truth discerns the important from the unimportant and is directly tied to our motives first 

and then our actions. 
8. Since Spirit is The God, referring to His omnipresence, one can worship anywhere, anytime. 
 
John 4:25 = The Doctrine She Does Have 
 
The woman said to Him, "I know that Messiah is coming (He who is called Christ); when that One comes 
(may come), He will declare all things to us." 
 
Comment:  She is really asking if He is the One. 
 
John 4:26 = Jesus' Revelation 
 
Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am He."  (Lit:  I Myself Am, the One speaking to you) 
 
Summary: 
1. Her understandings of  "The Prophet" and "The Messiah" are coming together. 
2. Jesus has made it clear that neither race, moral condition or theology was a real barrier to salvation. 
 
God’s Grace and Truth: 
1. John 4:1-26  Principles of one-on-one evangelism 
2. John 4:27-42  The Harvest 

A. Testify to others  John 4:27-30 
 
John 4:27 = The Disciples’ Prejudice 
 
And at this point His disciples came, and they marveled (IPF THAUMADZW = went on for awhile) that He 
had been speaking with a woman (breach of custom; supposed to go to her husband); yet no one said, "What 
do You seek?" or, "Why do You speak with her?" 
 
Summary: 
1. Growing?  Too shocked to speak?? 
2. Legalism being challenged? 
 
John 4:28 = The Woman Spreads the News 
 
So the woman left her waterpot, and went into the city, and said to the men, 
 
John 4:29 = Come See for Yourself.  My Testimony 
 
"Come (adv. DEUTE = a command that comes from excitement), see (AAIMP HORAW = take a good look) a 
man who told me all the things that I have done; this is not the Christ, is it?"  (Deut 18:15) 
 
John 4:30 = Her Enthusiasm Sparks Curiosity 
 
They went out of the city, and were coming to Him. 
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Summary: 
1. The disciples were being taught some lessons. 
2. This woman was an excited witness of the Messiah who convinced others to come see for themselves. 
3. The disciples were probably more interested in who He was talking to than what He was talking about. 
4. How many people had the "Chosen" brought to meet their Lord?  -0- 
5. Her zeal overcomes the stigma she had even in her own village. 
 
God's Grace and Truth: 
1. John 4:1-26  Principles of one-on-one evangelism 
2. John 4:27-42  The Harvest 

A. Testify to others  John 4:27-30 
B. Transfer them to Jesus  John 4:31-38 

 
John 4:31 = One-Track Minds 
 
In the meanwhile the disciples were requesting (IPF ERWTAW = from equal to equal) Him, saying, "Rabbi, eat." 
 
John 4:32 = Jesus Presents the Spiritual 
 
But He said to them, "I have food to eat that you do not know about." 
 
John 4:33 = Like Nicodemus and the Woman.  Huh? 
 
The disciples therefore were saying to one another, "No one brought Him anything to eat, did he?" 
 
Summary: 
1. There is a serious difference of priorities. 
2. The Disciples focused on personal physical needs. 
3. Christ focused on spiritual needs of others. 
4. The cares of life can choke out the Word. 
5. Were they seeking first His Kingdom? 
 
John 4:34 = Spiritual Sustenance Is More Important 
 
Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to accomplish His work. 
 
Summary: 
1. Spiritual sustenance is found in knowing, believing, pursuing and doing God's Will. 
2. This will provide a longer satisfaction than any food. 
3. Here is another picture of being a living sacrifice.  Rom 12:1 
 
John 4:35 = Look at What Is Important 
 
"Do you not say, 'There are yet four months, and then comes the harvest'? Behold, I say to you, lift up 
your eyes, and look on the fields, that they are white for harvest. 
 
Summary: 
1. Seize the opportunities. 
2. As with the agricultural harvest, the spiritual harvest needs immediate attention. 
3. It may involve foregoing even some otherwise necessary and basic functions. 
4. Look for the potential salvation of other people. 
 
John 4:36 = The Importance of Cooperation 
 
"Already he who reaps is receiving wages, and is gathering fruit for life eternal; that he who sows and he 
who reaps may rejoice together. 
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John 4:37 = The Attitude of Making Disciples 
 
"For in this case the saying is true, 'One sows, and another reaps.' 
 
John 4:38 = Time to Join In 
 
"I sent you to reap that for which you have not labored; others have labored, and you have entered into 
their labor." 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus is reaping what He had sown in the woman. 
2. The crowd is full of people who had already been given the Word. 
3. The disciples will reap. 
4. Believers are to be a community that works together, not a community that is in competition with 

one other. 
5. True unselfishness in ministry results in joy at the harvest. 
6. God can use even the outcast.  1 Cor 1:26-29  For consider your calling, brethren, that there were not 

many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; but God has chosen the foolish 
things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the 
things which are strong, and the base things of the world and the despised, God has chosen, the things 
that are not, that He might nullify the things that are, that no man should boast before God. 

 
God's Grace and Truth: 
1. John 4:1-26  Principles of one-on-one evangelism 
2. John 4:27-42  The Harvest 

A. Testify to others  VJohn 4:7-30 
B. Transfer them to Jesus  John 4:31-38 
C. Test yourself  John 4:39-42 

 
John 4:39 = Enthusiasm + Testimony = Potential for Disciples 
 
And from that city many of the Samaritans believed in Him because of the word of the woman who 
testified, "He told me all the things that I have done." 
 
John 4:40 = Jesus Likes Invitations 
 
So when the Samaritans came to Him, they were asking Him to stay with them; and He stayed there two 
days.  (Rev 3:20) 
 
John 4:41 = Results of Contact with Jesus 
 
And many more believed because of His word; 
 
John 4:42 = The Personal Acquisition Of Christ 
 
and they were saying to the woman, "It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have 
heard for ourselves and know that this One is indeed the Savior of the world." 
 
Summary: 
1. Zeal led many to the Lord. 
2. The real issue is the present, not the past. 
3. The most sensitive issue in her life became her testimony. 
4. From one seed many were saved. 
5. This is somewhat of a rejection test for the woman.  Their comments indicate a lack of 

appreciation for her now - in less than three days.   
6. She was popular for a time with the people for announcing the arrival of the Messiah, but after all 

they knew who she was. 
7. She would get to draw on the Living Water soon. 
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John 4:43-54 
The Nobleman’s Son is Healed 

 
2. Jesus' Ministry Begins:  Year One  April 29-30 A.D. 

A. His Work Begins in Judea 
B. The Twelve Are Chosen and He Moves to Galilee 

1). The Nobleman's Son is Healed  John 4:43-54 (2-35MM) 
 
John 4:43 = Heading North 
 
And after the two days He went forth from there into Galilee. 
 
John 4:44 = Unappreciated Prophets 
 
For Jesus Himself testified that a prophet has no honor in his own country. 
 
John 4:45 = Go to the Ones Who Are Interested 
 
So when He came to Galilee, the Galileans received Him, having seen all the things that He did in 
Jerusalem at the feast; for they themselves also went to the feast. 
 
John 4:46 = The Setting 
 
He came therefore again to Cana of Galilee where He had made the water wine.  And there was a certain 
royal official (BASILIKOS = probably a member of Herod's court, a gentile), whose son was sick (IPF AI 
ASTHENEW = to be weak, sick, lacking strength) at Capernaum. 
 
Summary: 
1. Capernaum was a city located on the NNW shore of the Sea of Galilee. 
2. Cana was about 15 mi. West. 
3. The news had spread about His First Miracle. 
4. The word for "sick" is used of physical sickness often in the NT, but it is also used for spiritual 

sickness. 
 
John 4:47 = The Official Goes to Jesus 
 
When he (the royal official) heard that Jesus had come out of Judea into Galilee, he went to Him, and was 
requesting (IPF AI ERWTAW = as an equal; for a gentile to make a request of a Jew for help was humbling-so 
even though it was a request to an equal, it was humble) Him to come down and heal (AAS KATABAINW + 
AAS IAOMAI = come down and heal; emphasis on wholeness, completion, end result; therapeuo emphasizes the 
process of healing) his son; for he was at the point of death (PAINF APOTHN8SKW = dying). 
 
Summary: 
1. The request was clear - heal his son. 
2. Not cloaked in flowery words trying to conceal his true desire. 
3. Desperation is an opening for belief. 
 
John 4:48 = Jesus' Observation 
 
Jesus therefore said to him, "Unless you people ("people" not in text; simply you all) see (AAS HORAW = may 
see) signs (that which points to the greater) and wonders (TERAS = that which stimulates amazement), you 
simply will not believe (OU M8 + AAS PISTEUW = may never believe)." 
 
Summary: 
1. This statement of Jesus is more a reference to His personal amazement than a rebuke to the crowd. 
2. This man had the boldness to ask for a miracle. 
3. Jesus wants commitment, not just to affect a cure so people may marvel at the miracle. 
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4. Jesus performed signs through His entire ministry and the people kept asking.  The problem was 
not the request but the mindset behind the request. 

 
John 4:49 = The Official's Plea 
 
The royal official said to Him, "Sir (KURIOS = Lord; gone from a request to an equal to a more humble one), 
come down (AAIMP KATABAINW = come down) before my child dies." 
 
Summary: 
1. This official believes that the Lord has to be personally present, so he urges Him to come to Capernaum. 
2. This is faith coupled with a little paganism.  Looking for formulas. 
3. Note that every increase of prominence we give our Lord, there is an equal decrease in arrogance. 
 
John 4:50 = Jesus Heals from Long Distance 
 
Jesus said to him, "Go your way (PMIMP POREUOMAI = right now); your son lives (PAI ZAW = is living)." 
The man believed (AAI PISTEUW) the word that Jesus spoke to him, and he started off (IPF POREUOMAI = 
doing what the Lord told him to do). 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus heals in His own way according to His own timing. 
2. He makes it easy to believe, but will not be manipulated. 
3. Jesus often answers our prayers with methods that we do not consider or suggest. 
4. Do we have the faith to believe Him and continue on our journey? 
 
John 4:51 = Good News to the Official 
 
And as he was now going down (PAPTC KATABAINW), his slaves met him, saying that his son was living. 
 
John 4:52 = Just a Coincidence? 
 
So he inquired (AAI SUNPANOMAI = demanded) of them the hour when he began to get better. They said 
therefore to him, "Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him." 
 
John 4:53 = Not Hardly 
 
So the father knew (AAI GINOMAI) that it was at that hour in which Jesus said to him, "Your son lives"; 
and he himself believed (AAI PISTEUW), and his whole household. 
 
Comment:  The man's testimony is of the greatness of Jesus, not the power of his own faith. 
 
John 4:54 = The Second Sign 
 
This is again a second sign that Jesus performed, when He had come out of Judea into Galilee. 
 
Summary: 
1. The news of the First Sign had spread. 
2. This man came out of desperation. (what many do at the end of broken dreams) 
3. Jesus met the man where He was and provided what he needed to believe. 
4. Jesus also displayed the fact that His present location did not hinder His power elsewhere. 
5. The man checks out the timing of the miracle. 
6. Faith that is based on miracles is sufficient for salvation.  Cf John 14:11 
7. Faith that does not require what is seen is God's desire.  John 20:29; Heb 11:1 
8. Faith based on what is seen is unstable. 
9. Notice that this man's witness began to spread. 

A. Received the testimony of others. 
B. Requested divine intervention. 
C. Respected the Lord's instruction. 
D. Reported his testimony to others. 
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The Spiritually Ill: 
1. Weakness of body does not necessarily indicate spiritual illness is present.  Rom 4:19  And without 

becoming weak in faith he contemplated his own body, now as good as dead since he was about a 
hundred years old, and the deadness of Sarah's womb;   

2. Legalism indicates spiritual illness.  Rom 14:1  Now accept the one who is weak in faith, but not for 
the purpose of passing judgment on his opinions (then there is another one who is sick). 

3. Lack of love which harms a weaker brother indicates spiritual illness.  1 Cor 8:11-12  For through 
your knowledge he who is weak is ruined, the brother for whose sake Christ died.  And thus, by sinning 
against the brethren and wounding their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 

4. Spiritual health occurs as we become less self-reliant.  2 Cor 12:10  Therefore I am well content with 
weaknesses, with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I 
am weak, then I am strong.    

5. We are to pray for the spiritual health of one another.  James 5:14-16  Is anyone among you sick? 
Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of 
the Lord; and the prayer offered in faith will restore the one who is sick, and the Lord will raise him up, 
and if he has committed sins, they will be forgiven him. Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and 
pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish 
much. 

6. We are to help heal the spiritually ill.  Heb 12:11-14  All discipline for the moment seems not to be 
joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of 
righteousness.  Therefore, strengthen the hands that are weak and the knees that are feeble, and make 
straight paths for your feet, so that the limb which is lame may not be put out of joint, but rather be 
healed.  Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord. 

7. The healing is an issue of faith concerning what has already occurred when you were saved.  
(Take hold of the "healing" that has already occurred)  1 Pet 2:21-25 
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Luke 4:14-30 
Rejection at Nazareth (Missing the Obvious) 

 
2. Jesus' Ministry Begins:  Year One  April 29-30 A.D. 

A. His Work Begins in Judea 
B. The Twelve Are Chosen and He Moves to Galilee 

1). The Nobleman's Son is Healed  John 4:43-54 (2-35MM) 
2). Rejection at Nazareth  Luke 4:14-30 

 
Luke 4:14 = Jesus Increases 
 
And Jesus returned to Galilee in the power (DUNAMIS) of the Spirit; and news (PH8M8 originally denoted "a 
divine voice, an oracle"; hence, "a saying or report"; akin to phemi, "to say," from a root meaning "to shine, to be 
clear"; hence, Lat., fama, Eng., "fame" is rendered "fame" in Matt. 9:26; Luke 4:14) about Him spread through 
all (HOLOS = looks at a saturation) the surrounding district. 
 
Summary: 
1. Includes Cana–where He healed the Nobleman's son in Capernaum. 
2. The "Light" was beginning to spread to everyone in the area that He was. 
 
Luke 4:15 = His Audience and Reception 
 
And He began teaching (IPF AI DIDASKW = was teaching) in their synagogues and was praised (PPSPTC 
DOXADZW = was being glorified) by all. 
 
Summary: 
1. The area around Jesus' home town was accepting and receiving Him. 
2. Jesus was indeed a teacher.  He was "The Teacher" in Israel now. 
3. Some were probably more interested in His method or tone of voice than His content. 
4. Whatever they were more interested in, everyone loved it-at first. 
 
Luke 4:16 = Coming Home 
 
And He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought up (PF PS PTC TREPHW = to raise, feed, nourish); 
and as was His custom (derived from the word ETHOS = a custom, practice; 3x; Matt 27:15 of the "custom" to 
release a prisoner; Mark 10:1 of Jesus' teaching custom), He entered the synagogue on the Sabbath, and 
stood up (ANIST8MI) to read. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus was observing the Sabbath-the 4th Commandment. 
2. In the practice of the synagogue, men who desired were given the opportunity to read from 

Scripture. 
 
Luke 4:17 = His Time to Read 
 
And the book (BIBLION) of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. And He opened the book, and found the 
place where it was written, 
 
Summary: 
1. Divine timing involved. 
2. Now a divine quotation. 
 
Luke 4:18 = Quotation from Isaiah 61:1 
 
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He anointed (AAI KRIW = anointed for sacred use; word from 
which CHRIST is derived) me to preach the gospel (AMINF EUAGGELIDZW) to the poor (PTWCHOS = "one 
who crouches and cowers," "a beggar" poverty-stricken, powerless to enrich, metaphorically descriptive of the 
religion of the Jews.  This word stresses a poverty-stricken condition).  He has sent me (PF AI APOSTELLW) to 
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proclaim (AAINF K8RUSSW = ) release (APHESIS = to send away, let go; this word is usually translated as 
"forgiveness") to the captives (AICHMALWTOS = literally, one taken by the spear), and recovery of sight to the 
blind (TUPHLOS = used of both physical and spiritual), to set  free (AAINF APOSTELLW = to send out EN 
APHESIS = in forgiveness) those who are downtrodden (PF PS PTC THRAUW = to smite through, break by 
calamity), 
 
Luke 4:19 = It Is Time (Isaiah 61:2a) 
 
to proclaim the favorable (DEKTOS = a person or thing that has been regarded with favor; same word in V24) 
year of the Lord." 
 
Summary: 
1. Quote from LXX. 
2. This is a Messianic passage. 
3. Messiah is to be (1) empowered (2) anointed (3) sent. 

A. Messiah would be "Empowered" by the Holy Spirit. 
B. Messiah would be divinely "Anointed" to "preach the gospel to the poor." 
C. Messiah would be "Sent with Authority" to:  

1). Proclaim Release to the captives, and 
2). Proclaim Recovery of sight to the blind. 
3). Send out in forgiveness the broken. 
4). To Proclaim the favorable year of the Lord.  (Preach, Forgive, Restore, Send) 

4. Messiah's audience would be: 
A. The Poor. 
B. The Captive. 
C. The Blind. 

5. Messiah's disciples would be made of the "broken." 
 
Luke 4:20 = Jesus Gets their Attention 
 
And He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant, and sat down (very deliberate actions); and the 
eyes (blind??) of all in the synagogue were fixed upon Him. 
 
Summary: 
1. The custom was to read and then comment. 
2. He had stopped in the middle of a "verse." 
3. The next part of the verse was not fulfilled. 
 
Luke 4:21 = He Is the Fulfillment 
 
and He began to say to them, "Today this Scripture has been fulfilled (PF PS IND PL8ROW = have been 
filled up) in your hearing." 
 
Summary: 
1. This was not all that He said, but this was the crux of it. 
2. We can only speculate as to His exact words. 
3. He was teaching that He was the One being spoken of in Isaiah. 
4. He was speaking of grace-next verse. 
 
Luke 4:22 = The Questions Begin 
 
and all were speaking well (IPF MARTUREW = witnessing; IPF indicates an ongoing action during the meeting 
before the questions of doubt were raised; cf V28) of Him, and wondering (IPF THAUMADZW = wondering) at 
the gracious words (Lit: at the words of the grace) which were falling from His lips (Lit: the ones journeying 
out of His mouth); and they were saying, "Is this not Joseph's son?" 
 
Summary: 
1. He was teaching them about grace. 
2. Satan comes to steal, kill and destroy.  John 10:10 
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3. Here the theft begins with a question. 
4. Satan steals their witness and their awe. 
 
Luke 4:23 = Jesus Is Prepared for their Doubts 
 
and He said to them, "No doubt you will quote this proverb to Me, 'Physician, heal yourself! Whatever we 
heard was done at Capernaum, do here in your home town as well.'" 
 
Summary: 
1. This is a prophecy concerning the people at Nazareth. 
2. Jesus was going to go to Capernaum next.  Cf 4:31 
3. There He would perform many miracles. 
 
Luke 4:24 = A Proverb 
 
And He said, "Truly I say to you, no prophet is welcome (DEKTOS = cf V20; accepted) in his home town. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus would later revisit Nazareth and the same thing would happen.  Matt 13:53-58 
2. Only this prophet was perfect.  No other prophet was. 
3. We normally remember someone by the perspective we had of them when we last saw them.  We 

seldom allow for change. 
4. Somewhere along the line you will hurt someone or someone will witness a wrong you have done 

or something you have said. 
5. Maybe your family has hurt someone and the prophet gets hurt by his relationship to them. 
6. Joseph may have messed up someone's cabinets, or there was a dispute over a bill.  Jesus' 

brothers may have been scoundrels etc. 
 
Luke 4:25 = The First Example of Not Being Accepted 
 
But I say to you in truth, there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the sky was shut up 
for three years and six months, when a great famine came over all the land; 
 
Comment:  Taken from 1 Kings 17. 
 
Luke 4:26 = Continued 
 
and yet Elijah was sent to none of them, but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who was 
a widow. 
 
Summary: 
1. The first people who should have accepted the prophet did not, so He was sent to others, and in 

this example cited, Canaanites. 
2. There was little hospitality. 
3. At that point in Israel's history not even the widows were accepting the words of the prophets.  

(There were still 6,000 who did not bow the knee to Baal) 
 
Luke 4:27 = The Second Example 
 
And there were many lepers in Israel in the time of Elisha the prophet; and none of them was cleansed, 
but only Naaman the Syrian." 
 
Summary: 
1. Taken from 2 Kings 5:1-14. 
2. Naaman began as a man of very little and very reluctant faith. 
3. There was very little faith in Israel. 
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Luke 4:28 = How Fast Neighbors Can Turn 
 
and all in the synagogue were filled with rage (THUMOS = anger) as they heard these things; 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus punched the buttons.   

A. Lack of hospitality.   
B. Lack of faith.   
C. Lack of grace. 

2. Some do not like their "blind eyes" opened. 
3. Denial has its own comfort zone. 
4. Denial of reality is a familiar place. 
 
Luke 4:29 = How Far They Can Go 
 
and they rose up (stood up-Jesus stood up to read, then sat down) and cast Him out of the city, and led Him 
to the brow (ORPHRUS = 1x; resembles an eyebrow-an overhang) of the hill on which their city had been 
built, in order to throw Him down the cliff (KATAKREMNIZO signifies "to throw over a precipice" (kata, "down," 
kremnos, "a steep bank") 
 
Summary: 
1. This was home. 
2. People can quickly change their perspective. 
3. There are many old acquaintances. 
4. Where is His family?  Brothers, mom etc?? 
5. Wrong hill, wrong time. 
 
Luke 4:30 = But He Is Still in Control 
 
But passing through (AA PTC DIERCHOMAI = having passed through) their midst (DIA MESOS = the midst), 
He went His way (IPF MI POREUOMAI). 
 
Summary: 
1. The angels did bear Him up.  Satan tried to kill Him. 
2. What Satan said was true, but Jesus was not going to give Satan control. 
3. They had missed the obvious. 
 
Isa 61:1 
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,  

because He anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor. 
He has sent me with authority  

to proclaim forgiveness to the captives,  
and recovery of sight to the blind, 
to send out in forgiveness those who have been broken; 
to proclaim the favorable year of the Lord." 

 
Messiah: 
1. Messiah would be "empowered" by the Holy Spirit. 
2. Messiah would be divinely "anointed" to "preach the gospel to the poor." 

A. Jesus was the Messiah, the One anointed with the Holy Spirit and power to do good and 
heal.  Acts 10:38  "You know of Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit 
and with power, and how He went about doing good, and healing all who were oppressed by the 
devil; for God was with Him. 

B. The anointing was a cause of joy in Jesus.  Heb 1:8-9  But of the Son He says, "Thy throne, O 
God, is forever and ever, and the righteous scepter is the scepter of His kingdom.  "Thou hast 
loved righteousness and hated lawlessness; therefore God, Thy God, hath anointed Thee with 
the oil of gladness above Thy companions." 
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C. The one who believes in Jesus Christ is then "anointed" by Christ's anointing.  (He shares 
His calling and message)  2 Cor 1:21-22  Now He who establishes us with you in Christ and 
anointed us is God, who also sealed us and gave us the Spirit in our hearts as a pledge. 

3. Messiah would be "sent with authority" to:  
A. Proclaim release to the captives, and 
B. Proclaim recovery of sight to the blind. 
C. Send out in forgiveness the broken. 

1). The basic message of Christianity is repentance and forgiveness of sins.  Mark 1:4  
John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness preaching a baptism of repentance for the 
forgiveness of sins.  Luke 24:46-47  and He said to them, "Thus it is written, that the 
Christ should suffer and rise again from the dead the third day; and that repentance for 
forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name to all the nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem.  Acts 2:38  And Peter said to them, "Repent, and let each of you be baptized 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit.  Acts 5:31  "He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a 
Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.  Acts 10:43  
"Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through His name everyone who believes in 
Him receives forgiveness of sins." 

2). Forgiveness can occur because Jesus paid the price for sins.  Eph 1:7  In Him we 
have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of His grace, 

3). Forgiveness is found in Jesus Christ.  Col 1:13-14  For He delivered us from the 
domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we 
have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

4). Christ's forgiveness is total.  Heb 10:17-18  "And their sins and their lawless deeds I 
will remember no more."  Now where there is forgiveness of these things, there is no 
longer any offering for sin. 

5). Jesus' forgiveness is memorialized in the Lord's Table.  Matt 26:28  And when He 
had taken a cup and given thanks, He gave it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of you; 
for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sins. 

D. To proclaim the favorable year of the Lord.   
1). Preach 
2). Forgive 
3). Restore 
4). Send 

4. Messiah's audience would be: 
A. The Poor, which includes: 

1). Those who lack arrogance.  Matt 5:3  "Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.    

2). those with few possessions.  Matt 19:21  Jesus said to him, "If you wish to be 
complete, go {and} sell your possessions and give to {the} poor, and you shall have 
treasure in heaven; and come, follow me."    

3). Those enslaved by material things.  Gal 4:8-9  However at that time, when you did not 
know God, you were slaves to those which by nature are no gods.  But now that you 
have come to know God, or rather to be known by God, how is it that you turn back again 
to the weak and worthless (poor) elemental things, to which you desire to be enslaved all 
over again? 

4). Those who are spiritually poor.  Rev 3:17  'Because you say, "I am rich, and have 
become wealthy, and have need of nothing," and you do not know that you are wretched 
and miserable and poor and blind and naked, 

B. The Captive, which includes: 
1). Those held physically captive.  Luke 21:23-24  "Woe to those who are with child and 

to those who nurse babes in those days; for there will be great distress upon the land, 
and wrath to this people, and they will fall by the edge of the sword, and will be led 
captive into all the nations; and Jerusalem will be trampled under foot by the Gentiles 
until the times of the Gentiles be fulfilled. 

2). Those held captive by the Sin Nature.  Rom 7:22-23  For I joyfully concur with the law 
of God in the inner man, but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war 
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against the law of my mind, and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my 
members. 

3). Those who use the sins of others to captivate them.  2 Tim 3:6-7  For among them 
are those who enter into households and captivate weak women weighed down with sins, 
led on by various impulses, always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of 
the truth. 

4). Those waiting for their blessings.  Eph 4:8 (AICHMALOTEUW = 1X).  Therefore it 
says, "When He ascended on high, He led captive a host of captives, and He gave gifts 
to men."  

5). Those who choose captivity.  Rev 13:10 (AICHMALOSIA = 2X; Eph 4:8)  If anyone {is 
destined} for captivity, to captivity he goes; if anyone kills with the sword, with the sword 
he must be killed. Here is the perseverance and the faith of the saints.   

6). Those who want to turn the tables on Satan.  2 Cor 10:5  We are destroying 
speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are 
taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ, 

C. The Blind, which includes: 
1). Those too arrogant to see their own blindness.  Matt 15:14  "Let them alone; they are 

blind guides of the blind. And if a blind man guides a blind man, both will fall into a pit." 
2). The legalists who lack true understanding of value.  Matt 23:16-26  16  "Woe to you, 

blind guides, who say, 'Whoever swears by the temple, that is nothing; but whoever 
swears by the gold of the temple, he is obligated.'  17  "You fools and blind men; which is 
more important, the gold, or the temple that sanctified the gold?  18  "And, 'Whoever 
swears by the altar, that is nothing, but whoever swears by the offering upon it, he is 
obligated.'  19  "You blind men, which is more important, the offering or the altar that 
sanctifies the offering?  20  "Therefore he who swears by the altar, swears both by the 
altar and by everything on it.  21  "And he who swears by the temple, swears both by the 
temple and by Him who dwells within it.  22  "And he who swears by heaven, swears both 
by the throne of God and by Him who sits upon it.  23  "Woe to you, scribes and 
Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cummin, and have neglected the 
weightier provisions of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness; but these are the 
things you should have done without neglecting the others.  24  "You blind guides, who 
strain out a gnat and swallow a camel!  25  "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside they are full of 
robbery and self-indulgence.  26  "You blind Pharisee, first clean the inside of the cup 
and of the dish, so that the outside of it may become clean also. 

3). Those who do not get their priorities straight.  2 Pet 1:8-9  For if these qualities are 
yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-
sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins. 

5. Messiah's disciples would be made of the "broken." 
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Matt 4:13-17; Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4:31a 
Giving the News to Capernaum 

 
2. Jesus' Ministry Begins:  Year One  April 29-30 A.D. 

A. His Work Begins in Judea 
B. The Twelve Are Chosen and He Moves to Galilee 

1). The Nobleman's Son is Healed  John 4:43-54 (2-35MM) 
2). Rejection at Nazareth  Luke 4:14-30 
3). Giving the News to Capernaum  Matt 4:12-17; Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4:31a 

 
Matt 4:12 = Later on (Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4:31a) 
 
Now when Jesus heard that John had been taken into custody, He withdrew into Galilee;  
 
Mark 1:14-15  14  And after John had been taken into custody, Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of 
God,  15  and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel." 
Luke 4:31a:  And He came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. 
 
Summary: 
1. This is after He left Cana and then Nazareth. 
2. Mark and Matthew place this section right after Christ's Temptation and after John had been taken 

into custody. 
 
Matt 4:13 = Jesus Goes to the Place of the Royal Official 
 
and leaving Nazareth, He came and settled (AAI KATOIKEW = house based on a standard; used in Matt 2:23 
of His home in Nazareth) in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the region of Zebulun and Naphtali. 
 
Summary: 
1. Remember that He was "forced" out of Nazareth. 
2. The Royal Official had gone before Him into Capernaum. 
3. This is a reference to the distribution after the Conquest.  Nazareth was actually in Zebulun while 

Capernaum was in Naphtali. 
4. Even though things had gone spiritually downhill for the Jews as evidenced by the fact that this 

area is known as Galilee now instead of by its tribal names, the fact remains that this area was 
part of the Abrahamic Covenant which has not been revoked. 

 
Principle # 1:  God keeps His promises even during times of spiritual darkness. 
 
Matt 4:14 = The Reason–Prophecy 
 
This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet, saying, 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus was not only a prophet but a fulfillment of prophecy. 
2. His conscious fulfillment does not negate the importance of it nor does it mean that He 

manipulated the circumstances. 
3. He knew what needed to be fulfilled and was in total compliance with it. 
4. That which He had control over, He did.  The rest was left to the Father. 
 
Principle # 2:  Do what you know the Father wants you to do. 
 
Matt 4:15 = The Quotation:  Isaiah 9:1 
 
"The land of Zebulun (the sixth son of Leah) and the land of Naphtali (second son of Bilhah, Rachel's maid), 
by the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles— 
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Summary: 
1. Zebulun means "given a good gift."  Gen 30:20  Then Leah said, "God has endowed me with a good 

gift; now my husband will dwell with me, because I have borne him six sons." So she named him Zebulun. 
2. Naphtali means "prevailed."  Gen 30:7-8  And Rachel's maid Bilhah conceived again and bore Jacob a 

second son.  So Rachel said, "With mighty wrestlings I have wrestled with my sister, and I have indeed 
prevailed." And she named him Naphtali. 

3. "Galilee of the Gentiles" foreshadows the Great Commission. 
 
Matt 4:16 = The Prophecy:  Isaiah 9:2 
 
"The people who were sitting in darkness saw a great light, and to those who were sitting in the land and 
shadow of death, upon them a light dawned." 
 
Summary: 
1. This is a selected paraphrase to focus on what is important to this section. 
2. This piece of land has been treated with contempt at various times in history. 
3. Hiram, king of Tyre, rejected a gift from Solomon of 20 cities in that area.  1 Kings 9:10-13  And it 

came about at the end of twenty years in which Solomon had built the two houses, the house of the 
LORD and the king's house (Hiram king of Tyre had supplied Solomon with cedar and cypress timber and 
gold according to all his desire), then King Solomon gave Hiram twenty cities in the land of Galilee.  So 
Hiram came out from Tyre to see the cities which Solomon had given him, and they did not please him.  
And he said, "What are these cities which you have given me, my brother?" So they were called the land 
of Cabul to this day. 

4. Many inhabitants of that area were taken captive by Assyria.  2 Kings 15:29  In the days of Pekah 
king of Israel, Tiglath-pileser king of Assyria came and captured Ijon and Abel-beth-maacah and Janoah 
and Kedesh and Hazor and Gilead and Galilee, all the land of Naphtali; and he carried them captive to 
Assyria.  Isaiah 9:1-7  1  But there will be no more gloom for her who was in anguish; in earlier times He 
treated the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali with contempt, but later on He shall make it glorious, 
by the way of the sea, on the other side of Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles.  2  The people who walk in 
darkness will see a great light; those who live in a dark land, the light will shine on them.  (The indication 
is that Jesus will first shine His light on those considered to be in the greatest darkness.)  3  Thou 
shalt multiply the nation, Thou shalt increase their gladness; they will be glad in Thy presence as with the 
gladness of harvest, as men rejoice when they divide the spoil.  4  For Thou shalt break the yoke of their 
burden and the staff on their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, as at the battle of Midian.  5  For every 
boot of the booted warrior in the battle tumult, and cloak rolled in blood, will be for burning, fuel for the 
fire.  6  For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; and the government will rest on His 
shoulders; and His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of 
Peace.  7  There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, On the throne of David 
and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and righteousness from then on and 
forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will accomplish this. 

5. This quotation is from a Messianic passage. 
6. Jesus was the light coming to this depressed place. 
 
Principle #3:  The Lord lights up the promises of God. 
 
Matt 4:17 = The Message–Join the Kingdom 
 
From that time Jesus began to preach and say, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 
 
Repentance and the Kingdom: 
1. The first step after you see the Light is to Repent and Believe the Good News. Mark 1:15  and 

saying, "The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel." 
2. Baptism is a ritual portraying to the world that one has believed in Jesus Christ.  Acts 2:38  And 

Peter said to them, "Repent, and let each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

3. This transfers the new Believer from the authority of Satan to the Kingdom of Jesus Christ.   Col 
1:13-14  For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His 
beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 
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4. A Believer will need to repent if he went astray because God did not do things the way he wanted 
or expected.  Acts 3:19  "Repent therefore and return, that your sins may be wiped away, in order that 
times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord; 

5. When a Believer sins he will need to repent and then confess his sins.  1 Kings 8:47  if they take 
thought in the land where they have been taken captive, and repent and make supplication to Thee in the 
land of those who have taken them captive, saying, 'We have sinned and have committed iniquity, we 
have acted wickedly'; 

6. The Believer's repentance needs to bring with it the appropriate action such as "turning from 
one's idols."  Ezek 14:6  "Therefore say to the house of Israel, 'Thus says the Lord GOD," Repent and 
turn away from your idols, and turn your faces away from all your abominations. 

7. Or "turning from one's transgressions" so that life may occur.  Ezek 18:30-32  "Therefore I will judge 
you, O house of Israel, each according to his conduct," declares the Lord GOD. "Repent and turn away 
from all your transgressions, so that iniquity may not become a stumbling block to you.  "Cast away from 
you all your transgressions which you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new 
spirit! For why will you die, O house of Israel?  "For I have no pleasure in the death of anyone who dies," 
declares the Lord GOD. "Therefore, repent and live." 

8. The key when one strays is to repent and turn to God.  Acts 26:19-20  "Consequently, King Agrippa, I 
did not prove disobedient to the heavenly vision, but kept declaring both to those of Damascus first, and 
also at Jerusalem and then throughout all the region of Judea, and even to the Gentiles, that they should 
repent and turn to God, performing deeds appropriate to repentance. 

9. Turning to God includes picking up where you left off.  Rev 2:5  'Remember therefore from where 
you have fallen, and repent and do the deeds you did at first; or else I am coming to you, and will remove 
your lampstand out of its place-- unless you repent. 



Matt 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-20 
Fishing for People 

 
2. Jesus' Ministry Begins:  Year One  April 29-30 A.D. 

A. His Work Begins in Judea 
B. The Twelve Are Chosen and He Moves to Galilee 

1). The Nobleman's Son is Healed  John 4:43-54 (2-35MM) 
2). Rejection at Nazareth  Luke 4:14-30 
3). Giving the News to Capernaum  Matt 4:13-17; Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4:31a 
4). Fishing for People  Matt 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-20 

 
Matt 4:18 = Peter and Andrew (Mark 1:16) 
 
And walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon who was called Peter, and Andrew his 
brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 
 
Mark 1:16  And as He was going along by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew, the brother of Simon, 
casting a net in the sea; for they were fishermen.” 
 
Summary: 
1. He had met them earlier and they had returned to their fishing business. 
2. First:  Make contact more than once. 
 
Matt 4:19 = The Invitation (Mark 1:17) 
 
And He said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men." 
 
Mark 1:17  And Jesus said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” 
 
Summary: 
1. Second:  Invite them to follow Jesus. 
2. He selects their occupation and points them to the spiritual application. 
 
Matt 4:20 = They knew what to do (Mark 1:18) 
 
And they immediately left the nets, and followed Him. 
 
Mark 1:18  And they immediately left the nets and followed Him. 
 
Comment:  Some will join you. 
 
Matt 4:21 = James and John (Mark 1:19) 
 
And going on from there He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in 
the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and He called them. 
 
Mark 1:19  And going on a little farther, He saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who were also 
in the boat mending the nets. 
 
Matt 4:22 = Their Response (Mark 1:20) 
 
And they immediately left the boat and their father, and followed Him. 
 
Mark 1:20  And immediately He called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants, 
and went away to follow Him. 
 
Summary: 
1. James and John had obviously gone back to their work as well. 
2. They met before Jesus went to Jerusalem for the Passover and cleaned out the Temple the first 

time.  (John 1-2) 
3. Third:  Follow Up. 



Mark 1:21-28; Luke 4:31b-37 
Casting Out an Unclean Spirit 

 
2. Jesus' Ministry Begins:  Year One  April 29-30 A.D. 

A. His Work Begins in Judea 
B. The Twelve Are Chosen and He Moves to Galilee 

1). The Nobleman's Son is Healed  John 4:43-54 (2-35MM) 
2). Rejection at Nazareth  Luke 4:14-30 
3). Giving the News to Capernaum  Matt 4:13-17; Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4:31a 
4). Fishing for People  Matt 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-20 
5). Casting Out an Unclean Spirit  Mark 1:21-28; Luke 4:31b-37 (3-35MM) 

 
Luke 4:31b = Jesus Initiates Contact (Mark 1:21) 
 
And He came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee. And He was teaching them on the Sabbath; 
 
Mark 1:21  And they went into Capernaum; and immediately on the Sabbath He entered the synagogue and 
began to teach. 
 
Comment:  Jesus does what He does. 
 
Luke 4:32 = Jesus' Teaching Was Different (Mark 1:22) 
 
and they were amazed at His teaching, for His message was with authority. 
 
Mark 1:22  And they were amazed at His teaching; for He was teaching them as one having authority, and not as 
the scribes. 
 
Comment:  This involves just a simple change of pronouns.  From quoting others to using the word, "I." 
 
Luke 4:33 = The Ambush of Evil (Mark 1:23) 
 
And there was a man in the synagogue possessed (PAPTC ECHW = having, not "being had") by the spirit of 
an unclean (AKATHARTOS = not having cleanness; ceremonial) demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, 
 
Mark 1:23  And just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit; and he cried out, 
 
Summary: 
1. Unclean Things: 

A. Animals  -Certain animals.  Lev 11:4-8, 24-47 
B. Foods - Eating prohibited foods.  Lev 7:19-21 
C. Dead Things - Touching the carcass of an unclean animal.  Lev 5:2 
D. Human Waste - Touching human uncleanness.  Lev 5:3 
E. Diseases - Infectious diseases.  Lev 13:3,8,11-59 
F. Houses - Infected houses.  Lev 14:39-40 
G. Bodily Discharges - Bodily discharges/what it touches.  Lev 15:2-5 
H. Speech - One's speech could be unclean.  Isa 6:5 
I. Certain Types - In Childbirth.  Lev 12:2-5 
J. Summary - That which is not sanctified.  Lev 10:9-10; 20:25 

2. One could not participate spiritually while unclean.  Lev 22:2-6 
3. Unclean spirits are only mentioned once in the OT, but are in a context with idols and false 

prophets found during the 1st Advent.  (Demons are mentioned many times though)  Zech 13:1-10 cf 
Zech 14 (2nd Advent) 

4. Unclean Spirits are demons that promote the overt violation of God's declared standards. 
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Luke 4:34 = The Unclean Witness (Mark 1:24) 
 
"Ha! What do we have to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to destroy us? I (notice shift 
from "we" to "I") know who You are-- the Holy One of God!" 
 
Mark 1:24  saying, "What do we have to do with You, Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to destroy us? I know 
who You are-- the Holy One of God!" 
 
Luke 4:35 = Jesus' Authority (Mark 1:25-26) 
 
And Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be quiet and come out of him!" And when the demon had thrown him 
down in their midst, he came out of him without doing him any harm:   
 
Mark 1:25-26  25 And Jesus rebuked him, saying, "Be quiet, and come out of him!"  26 And throwing him into 
convulsions, the unclean spirit cried out with a loud voice, and came out of him. 
 
Luke 4:36 = The Questions (Mark 1:27) 
 
And amazement came upon them all, and they began discussing with one another saying, "What is this 
message (LOGOS)? For with authority and power He commands the unclean spirits, and they come out." 
 
Mark 1:27  And they were all amazed, so that they debated among themselves, saying, "What is this? A new 
teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey Him." 
 
Summary: 
1. Notice that "unclean spirits" were not new to them, but common. 
2. Had been a common problem that they could not deal with. 
 
Luke 4:37 = The Word Spreads (Mark 1:28) 
 
And the report (H8KOS = 4x; a sound such as is made by waves (Luke 21:25); a sound made by the wind (Acts 
2:2); or the sound of a trumpet (Heb 12:19); this word look at an appropriate sound) about Him was getting out 
into every locality in the surrounding district 
 
Mark 1:28  And immediately the news about Him went out everywhere into all the surrounding district of Galilee. 
 
Unclean Spirits: 
1. Unclean spirits are demons who use the ritualism of man to enter.  Mark 7:24-26  And from there He 

arose and went away to the region of Tyre. And when He had entered a house, He wanted no one to 
know of it; yet He could not escape notice.  But after hearing of Him, a woman whose little daughter had 
an unclean spirit, immediately came and fell at His feet.  Now the woman was a Gentile, of the 
Syrophoenician race. And she kept asking Him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 
A. Idols  (where idols exist, there are rituals) 
B. Superstitions 
C. Mantras 
D. Lusts 

2. A person can have more than one unclean spirit.  Matt 12:43-45  "Now when the unclean spirit goes 
out of a man, it passes through waterless places, seeking rest, and does not find it.  "Then it says, 'I will 
return to my house from which I came'; and when it comes, it finds it unoccupied, swept, and put in order.  
"Then it goes, and takes along with it seven other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live 
there; and the last state of that man becomes worse than the first. That is the way it will also be with this 
evil generation." 

3. A man indwelt by an unclean spirit still retains a level of control over his actions and volition.  
Mark 5:2-9  And when He had come out of the boat, immediately a man from the tombs with an unclean 
spirit met Him, and he had his dwelling among the tombs. And no one was able to bind him anymore, 
even with a chain; because he had often been bound with shackles and chains, and the chains had been 
torn apart by him, and the shackles broken in pieces, and no one was strong enough to subdue him.  And 
constantly night and day, among the tombs and in the mountains, he was crying out and gashing himself 
with stones.  And seeing Jesus from a distance, he ran up and bowed down before Him; and crying out 
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with a loud voice, he said, "What do I have to do with You, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I implore 
You by God, do not torment me!"  For He had been saying to him, "Come out of the man, you unclean 
spirit!"  And He was asking him, "What is your name?" And he said to Him, "My name is Legion; for we 
are many." 

4. Unclean spirits can gain control of human bodies.  Mark 9:25-27  And when Jesus saw that a crowd 
was rapidly gathering, He rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, "You deaf and dumb spirit, I command 
you, come out of him and do not enter him again."  And after crying out and throwing him into terrible 
convulsions, it came out; and the boy became so much like a corpse that most of them said, "He is dead!"  
But Jesus took him by the hand and raised him; and he got up. 

5. They can trouble the soul of man.  Luke 6:17-18  And He descended with them, and stood on a level 
place; and there was a great multitude of His disciples, and a great throng of people from all Judea and 
Jerusalem and the coastal region of Tyre and Sidon, who had come to hear Him, and to be healed of their 
diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were being cured. 

6. They can bring about physical illness.  Acts 5:14-16  And all the more believers in the Lord, multitudes 
of men and women, were constantly added to their number; to such an extent that they even carried the 
sick out into the streets, and laid them on cots and pallets, so that when Peter came by, at least his 
shadow might fall on any one of them.  And also the people from the cities in the vicinity of Jerusalem 
were coming together, bringing people who were sick or afflicted with unclean spirits; and they were all 
being healed. 

7. Jesus had authority over unclean spirits.  Mark 1:23-27 & Luke 4:31-37 
8. Jesus did not want the unclean spirits telling people who he was.  Mark 3:11-12  And whenever the 

unclean spirits beheld Him, they would fall down before Him and cry out, saying, "You are the Son of 
God!"  And He earnestly warned them not to make Him known. 

9. Jesus' attackers claimed that he had an unclean spirit.  Mark 3:28-30  "Truly I say to you, all sins 
shall be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever blasphemies they utter; but whoever blasphemes against 
the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin"-- because they were saying, "He has 
an unclean spirit." 

10. Jesus gave the twelve authority over unclean spirits.  Matt 10:1  And having summoned His twelve 
disciples, He gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every kind of disease 
and every kind of sickness.   

11. Some other disciples were able to heal those with unclean spirits.  Acts 8:6-7  And the multitudes 
with one accord were giving attention to what was said by Philip, as they heard and saw the signs which 
he was performing.  For in the case of many who had unclean spirits, they were coming out of them 
shouting with a loud voice; and many who had been paralyzed and lame were healed. 

12. Unclean spirits will be used by Satan, the beast and the false prophet during the tribulation.  Rev 
16:13-14  And I saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast and out of 
the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs; for they are spirits of demons, performing 
signs, which go out to the kings of the whole world, to gather them together for the war of the great day of 
God, the Almighty. 

13. Unclean spirits will be rampant in prophetical Babylon in the last days.  Rev 18:2  And he cried out 
with a mighty voice, saying, "Fallen, fallen is Babylon the great! And she has become a dwelling place of 
demons and a prison of every unclean spirit, and a prison of every unclean and hateful bird. 

14. When dealing with unclean spirits rely on god's grace and not your "authority."  Luke 10:20  
"Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are 
recorded in heaven." 

15. Avoid ritualism yourself. 
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Matt 4:23; 8:14-17; Mark 1:29-39; Luke 4:38-44 
Healing Hands 

 
2. Jesus' Ministry Begins:  Year One  April 29-30 A.D. 

A. His Work Begins in Judea 
B. The Twelve Are Chosen and He Moves to Galilee 

1). The Nobleman's Son is Healed  John 4:43-54 (2-35MM) 
2). Rejection at Nazareth  Luke 4:14-30 
3). Giving the News to Capernaum  Matt 4:13-17; Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4:31a 
4). Fishing for People  Matt 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-20 
5). Casting Out an Unclean Spirit  Mark 1:21-28; Luke 4:31b-37 (3-35MM) 
6). Healing Hands  Matt 4:23; 8:14-17; Mark 1:29-39; Luke 4:38-44 (4-35MM) 

 
Matt 4:23 = Faith, Not Formulas Conquers the Enemy 
 
And Jesus was going about in all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, and proclaiming the gospel of the 
kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and every kind of sickness among the people. 
 
Luke 4:38 = Jesus' Next Stop–Peter's Home (Matt 8:14; Mark 1:29-30) 
 
And He arose (AAPTC ANIST8MI) and left the synagogue (in Capernaum), and entered Simon's home. Now 
Simon's mother-in-law was suffering from a high fever; and they made request of Him on her behalf. 
 
Matt 8:14  And when Jesus had come to Peter's home, He saw his mother-in-law lying sick in bed with a fever. 
Mark 1:29-30  And immediately after they had come out of the synagogue, they came into the house of Simon 
and Andrew, with James and John.  30 Now Simon’s mother-in-law was lying sick with a fever; and immediately 
they spoke to Him bout her. 
 
Summary: 
1. Peter's mother-in-law was at his house. 
2. Doesn't say if she was visiting or lived there. 
3. Andrew, James and John were also there.  Mark 1:29-30  
 
Luke 4:39 = Jesus Rebukes Her Fever (Matt 8:15; Mark 1:31) 
 
And standing over (AAPTC EPHIST8MI) her, He rebuked (AAI EPITIMAW =  place a weight upon) the fever, 
and it left her; and she immediately arose (AAPTC ANIST8MI) and waited (IPF DIAKONEW) on them. 
 
Matt 8:15  And He touched her hand, and the fever left her; and she arose, and waited on Him. 
Mark 1:31  And He came to her and raised her up, taking her by the hand, and the fever left her, and she waited 
on them. 
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus assumes a position of authority over the sickness. 
2. He next touched her hand.   
3. And then he raised her up.   
4. These were the actions of Jesus' rebuke of the fever, but they are not a formula for healing.  He is 

the formula.  
A. Evil spirits Matt. 17:18; Mark 1:25; 9:25; Luke 4:35,41; 9:42 
B. Winds, Matt. 8:26; Mark 4:39; Luke 8:24 
C. Disciples, Mark 8:33; Luke 9:55; Luke 19:39 
D. Fever, Luke 4:39;  

5. Give Him authority, let Him touch you and raise you up so that you can serve Him. 
 
Principle #1:  Use Christ's healing in your life to SERVE Him.  (We often want healing for purely selfish 

reasons) 
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Luke 4:40 = Jesus Heals All Who Were Brought–All Night Long (Matt 8:16; Mark 1:32) 
 
And while the sun was setting (notice when this starts-the Sabbath is over at sunset), all who had any sick 
with various diseases brought them to Him; and laying His hands on every one of them (the touch of the 
Master's hands), He was healing them (IPF AI THERAPEUW = applying the therapy, which is an issue of faith 
and not medicine). 
 
Matt 8:16  And when evening had come, they brought to Him many who were demon possessed; and He cast out 
the spirits with a word, and healed all who were ill  
Mark 1:32  And when evening had come, after the sun had set, they began bringing to Him all who were ill and 
those who were demon-possessed. 
 
Summary: 
1. Bring them and let Jesus heal them.  Not your touch, but His. 
2. Laying on hands means to identify with, take from, impute to or all three. 
3. Christlikeness then would identify with the sick, bear their burdens and give them what has been 

entrusted to you. 
4. We have already seen that He could touch them long distance. 
5. Faith is what crosses the distance between God and man.   
6. If it is a foot or a million miles, He is still out of reach apart from faith. 
7. Jesus is the One who heals, not man.  Matt 8:17 (Isa 53:4)   
 
Principle #2:  Identify with others and BRING them to Christ so that they too may be healed. 
 
Luke 4:41 = The Demons Seize a Chance (Mark 8:17; Mark 1:33-34) 
 
And demons also were coming out (IPF MID IND OF EXERCHOMAI = indicates a decision made by the 
demons to exit; this is not a reference to their being cast out; EKBALLW is the word used in other places) of 
many, crying out and saying, "You are the Son of God!" And rebuking them, He would not allow them to 
speak, because they knew (PPF AI OIDA = had known; i.e. previously) Him to be the Christ. 
 
Matt 8:17  in order that what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, saying “HE HIMSELF 
TOOK OUR INFIRMITIES, AND CARRIED AWAY OUR DISEASES.” 
Mark 1:33-34  33 And the whole city had gathered at the door.  34 And He healed many who were ill with various 
diseases, and cast out many demons; and He was not permitting the demons to speak, because they knew who 
He was. 
 
Summary: 
1. They were still at Peter's mother-in-law's house.  Mark 1:32-34   
2. Jesus was casting out some demons.  SOME Demons were taking this opportunity to exit and try 

to discredit Him by giving their "testimony." 
3. This was not the kind of testimonies that Jesus desired. 
4. They are impersonal.  He wants the personal. 
5. Christ's authority did not cast these particular ones out, but shut them up. 
 
Luke 4:42 = Some Time Alone (Mark 1:35-37) 
 
And when day came (this had been going on all night), He departed (AAPTC EXERCHOMAI) and went (API 
POREUOMAI = journeyed) to a lonely place (ER8MOS TOPOS = a desert place/wilderness); and the 
multitudes were searching for Him, and came to Him, and tried to keep Him from going away from them. 
 
Mark 1:35-37  35 And in the early morning, while it was still dark, He arose and went out and departed to a lonely 
place, and was praying there. 36 And Simon and his companions hunted for Him;  37 and they found Him, and 
said to Him, "Everyone is looking for You." 
 
Summary: 
1. After only a few hours sleep at most, He sought a private place to pray.  Peter and his group 

began the search.  The Wilderness: 
A. Matt 4:1  Went there and was tempted. 
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B. Matt 11:7  Where John the Baptist was 
C. Matt 14:13-15  Where the crowds came that needed food. 

 
Principle #3:  Find a private place to PRAY. 
 
Luke 4:43 = He Must move On (Mark 1:38) 
 
But He said to them, "I must preach the kingdom of God to the other cities also, for I was sent for this 
purpose." 
 
Mark 1:38  And He said to them, "Let us go somewhere else to the towns nearby, in order that I may preach there 
also; for that is what I came out for." 
 
Comment:  Jesus' public ministry was not to be severely localized. 
 
Luke 4:44 = He Has Much Ground to Cover (Mark 1:39) 
 
And He kept on preaching in the synagogues of Judea. 
 
Mark 1:39  And He went into their synagogues throughout all Galilee, preaching and casting out the demons. 
 
Summary: 
1. Difficult reading as Jesus is in Galilee, but it is the correct one. 
2. Judea is used here to refer to all of Palestine, not just the area around Jerusalem.  We know this 

because of 4:31 where it says that He is in Galilee. 
3. The word "Galilee" is not used for the whole of Palestine. 
4. Faith Not Formulas Conquers The Enemy. 
 
Principle #4:  Continue to SPREAD the message.  (Don't get lazy or rest on one's laurels or wallow in the 

victory) 
 



 47

Luke 5:1-11 
The First Miraculous Catch 

 
2. Jesus' Ministry Begins:  Year One  April 29-30 A.D. 

A. His Work Begins in Judea 
B. The Twelve Are Chosen and He Moves to Galilee 

1). The Nobleman's Son is Healed  John 4:43-54 (2-35MM) 
2). Rejection at Nazareth  Luke 4:14-30 
3). Giving the News to Capernaum  Matt 4:13-17; Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4:31a 
4). Fishing for People  Matt 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-20 
5). Casting Out an Unclean Spirit  Mark 1:21-28; Luke 4:31b-37 (3-35MM) 
6). Healing Hands  Matt 4:23; 8:14-17; Mark 1:29-39; Luke 4:38-44 (4-35MM) 
7). The First Miraculous Catch  Luke 5:1-11 (5-35MM) 

 
Luke 5:1 = Jesus Faces a "Growing" Problem 
 
Now it came about that while the multitude were pressing around Him and listening to the word of God, 
He was standing by the lake of Gennesaret; 
 
Summary: 
1. Gennesaret was a small plain running about 4 mi. along the west wide of the Sea of Galilee 

between Capernaum and Magdala.  At times it is about 2 mi. wide. 
2. It was a fertile and beautiful area. 
3. Rabbis spoke of this place as the Garden of God and a paradise. 
4. The FUNCTION is to teach, but the FORM has to change. 
 
Luke 5:2 = He Surveys the People and the Options 
 
and He saw two boats lying at the edge of the lake; but the fishermen had gotten out of them, and were 
washing their nets. 
 
Summary: 
1. These fishermen weren't listening. 
2. Mending nets = building faith. 
3. Fishermen were more interested in the physical than the spiritual. 
4. Doing one and not doing the other. 
5. Jesus sees an opportunity to deal with two problems. 
 
Luke 5:3 = He Uses What Is Available 
 
And He got into one of the boats, which was Simon's, and asked him to put out a little way from the land. 
And He sat down and began teaching the multitudes from the boat. 
 
Summary: 
1. Place your resources at the Lord's disposal. 
2. The Test:  let Him use them or ask Him to leave. 
3. Flexibility.  Boats are not designed to be PA systems. 
4. He sought to reach more - so He changed the form. 
 
Luke 5:4 = He Challenges Faith 
 
And when He had finished speaking, He said to Simon, "Put out into the deep water and let down your 
nets for a catch." 
 
Summary: 
1. Think it may have been a message on faith??? 
2. He made a conditional promise to Peter.  Do this and get this. 
3. Major Condition and Promise of Life:  Submit our will to His and have abundant life. 
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Principle #1:  Listen for the Lord's instructions. 
 
Luke 5:5 = He Listens to the Comments 
 
And Simon answered and said, "Master, we worked hard all night and caught nothing, but at Your bidding 
I will let down the nets." 
 
Summary: 
1. Sometimes we think we know better-especially if it concerns our area of "expertise." 
2. Peter is just being considerate of the Lord.  He has already stated His attitude about it all. 
3. Ever thought the Lord was wasting your time?? 
 
Principle #2:  Do what He asks even if you don't think it is reasonable. 
 
Luke 5:6 = He Pours on the Blessing 
 
And when they had done this, they enclosed a great quantity of fish; and their nets began to break; 
 
Summary: 
1. He can touch you in your workplace. 
2. He can break the "nets" that hold you. 
3. He can demolish your business with an overwhelming blessing so as to move you into His business. 
4. Too few fish test, too many fish test. 
 
Principle #3:  He can bless you with more than you can handle. 
 
Luke 5:7 = He Overwhelms Fleshly Energy 
 
and they signaled to their partners in the other boat, for them to come and help them. And they came, and 
filled both of the boats, so that they began to sink. 
 
Summary: 
1. He is Lord of the Harvest. 
2. He is teaching an object lesson to Peter, James, John and Andrew in front of a multitude. 
3. Notice they call on each other first, before calling on Him. 
 
Luke 5:8 = He Inspires Awe 
 
But when Simon Peter saw that, he fell down at Jesus' feet, saying, "Depart from me, for I am a sinful 
man, O Lord!" 
 
Summary: 
1. An unusual response to one of his miracles. 
2. He was one of little faith.  His sin was a lack of faith and trust. 
 
Principle #4:  Face your lack of faith and be awestruck by His grace. 
 
Luke 5:9 = He Inspires Amazement 
 
For amazement (THAMBOS = from root meaning to render immovable) had seized him (PERIECHW = to have 
around, surround) and all his companions because of the catch of fish which they had taken; 
 
Luke 5:10 = He Encourages The Weak 
 
and so also James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, 
"Do not fear, from now on you will be catching men." 
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Summary: 
1. What He wanted all along. 
2. He changed their profession. 
3. Many of the same principles apply. 
4. He had invited them to follow Him before.  They did for a while and then went back to their 

business.  Cf John 21 
  
Luke 5:11 = He Is Worthy to Follow 
 
And when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed Him. 
 
Principle #5:  Stop fighting His invitation to complete discipleship. 
 
Summary: 
1. Nets broken.  Left for Zebedee and his servants to mend. 
2. How many times did they leave to follow him? 
3. The First Meeting-introduced by John the Baptist down near Jerusalem.  John 1:40-42  One of the 

two who heard John speak, and followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter's brother.  He found first his own 
brother Simon, and said to him, "We have found the Messiah" (which translated means Christ).  He 
brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him, and said, "You are Simon the son of John; you shall be called 
Cephas" (which is translated Peter). 

4. The First Call.  Matt 4:18-22 & Mark 1:16-20  And walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, 
Simon who was called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen.  
And He said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men."  And they immediately left the nets, 
and followed Him.  And going on from there He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and 
John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and He called them.  And they 
immediately left the boat and their father, and followed Him. 

5. The Final Call.  Luke 5:9-11  V2 = and He saw two boats lying at the edge of the lake; but the fishermen 
had gotten out of them, and were washing their nets.  V9-11 For amazement had seized him and all his 
companions because of the catch of fish which they had taken; and so also James and John, sons of 
Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, "Do not fear, from now on you will be 
catching men."  And when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed Him. 

6. CF John 21 
7. The miracle was catching Peter, James, John and Andrew. 
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Matt 8:2-4; Mark 1:40-45; Luke 5:12-16 
Jesus Heals a Leper 

 
2. Jesus' Ministry Begins:  Year One  April 29-30 A.D. 

A. His Work Begins in Judea 
B. The Twelve Are Chosen and He Moves to Galilee 

1). The Nobleman's Son is Healed  John 4:43-54 (2-35MM) 
2). Rejection at Nazareth  Luke 4:14-30 
3). Giving the News to Capernaum  Matt 4:13-17; Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4:31a 
4). Fishing for People  Matt 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-20 
5). Casting Out an Unclean Spirit  Mark 1:21-28; Luke 4:31b-37 (3-35MM) 
6). Healing Hands  Matt 4:23; 8:14-17; Mark 1:29-39; Luke 4:38-44 (4-35MM) 
7). The First Miraculous Catch  Luke 5:1-11 (5-35MM) 
8). Jesus Heals a Leper  Matt 8:2-4; Mark 1:40-45; Luke 5:12-16 (6-35MM) 

 
Luke 5:12 = A Leper's Humble Request (Matt 8:2; Mark 1:40) 
 
And it came about that while He was in one of the cities, behold, there was a man full of leprosy; and 
when he saw Jesus, he fell on his face and implored Him, saying, "Lord, if You are willing (THELW), you 
can (DUNAMA I= have the power) make me clean." 
 
Matt 8:2  And behold, a leper came to Him, and bowed down to Him, saying, "Lord, if You are willing, you can 
make me clean." 
Mark 1:40  And a leper came to Him, beseeching Him and falling on his knees before Him, and saying to Him, "If 
You are willing, you can make me clean." 
 
Leprosy:  
1. Leprosy is a chronic, infectious disease characterized by sores, scabs, and white shining spots 

beneath the skin. Modern medicine has all but eliminated the disease after learning proper methods of 
treatment. 

2. The Mosaic Law was very specific about the proper methods of purification where leprosy was 
concerned. The priest was the central figure in the Old Testament regulations for the care of patients and 
for sanitary precautions. 

3. If the symptoms of leprosy showed up in a person, the priest was to decide if this was leprosy or 
some other disease. Because of the need to control the spread of a disease for which there was no 
cure, the law required that a leper be isolated from the rest of society Lev. 13:45-46. While thus excluded, 
the leper was required to wear mourning clothes, leave his hair in disorder, keep his beard covered and 
cry "Unclean! Unclean!" so everyone could avoid him. As long as the disease lasted, he was to live in 
isolation away from other people/  Lev. 13:45-46. 

 
Summary: 
1. This was a man of faith. 
2. He came in humility and faith. 
3. Here is the kind of attitude that Christ wants. 
 
Principle #1:  Humility and faith receive Christ's attention.  (Christ's will) 
 
Luke 5:13 = Jesus' Immediate Answer (Matt 8:3; Mark 1:41-42) 
 
And He stretched out His hand, and touched him, saying, "I am willing; be cleansed." And immediately 
the leprosy left him. 
 
Matt 8:3:  And He stretched out His hand and touched him, saying, "I am willing; be cleansed." And immediately 
his leprosy was cleansed. 
Mark 1:41-42:  And moved with compassion, He stretched out His hand, and touched him, and said to him, "I am 
willing; be cleansed."  And immediately the leprosy left him and he was cleansed. 
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Comment:  People at this point in time and before viewed any healing of Leprosy as miraculous.  Modern 
medicine has dealt with it. 

 
Luke 5:14 = An Unusual Order (Matt 8:4; Mark 1:43-44) 
 
And He ordered him to tell no one, "But go and show yourself to the priest, and make an offering for your 
cleansing, just as Moses commanded, for a testimony to them." 
 
Matt 8:4:  And Jesus said to him, "See that you tell no one; but go, show yourself to the priest, and present the 
offering that Moses commanded, for a testimony to them." 
Mark 1:43-44:  And He sternly warned him and immediately sent him away, and He said to him, "See that you 
say nothing to anyone; but go, show yourself to the priest and offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded, 
for a testimony to them." 
 
Summary: 
1. The issue of uncleanness had to be dealt with. 
2. Still under the law.  Lev 13-14 
3. The one sacrifice for sins had not yet been made. 
4. Jesus did not come to abolish the Law and Prophets, but to fulfill them. 
5. There was quite an elaborate system for cleansing.  Lev 14 

A. Two birds.  One sacrificed, the other set free. 
B. Wash, shave off all hair. 
C. Trespass (guilt) offering.  Blood to lobe of right ear, thumb of right hand, big toe of right 

foot.  Oil then sprinkled 7 times and applied to the same areas that the blood has been 
applied to and on the head. 

D. Sin offering. 
E. Burnt Offering and Gift Offering. 

6. Jesus wanted the man to take this message to a specific audience. 
7. His target was those who needed to be touched by the supernatural. 
8. Plenty of crowds and Pharisees, but where are the priests?? 
9. The man had a misdirected zeal. 
 
Principle #2:  Humility and faith have to grow in our life.  (Test:  still Christ's will??) 
 
Luke 5:15 = Good News Spreads Fast Too (Mark 1:45a) 
 
But the news about Him was spreading even farther, and great multitudes were gathering to hear Him and 
to be healed of their sicknesses. 
 
Mark 1:45a:  But he went out and began to proclaim it freely and to spread the news about, to such an extent that 
Jesus could no longer publicly enter a city, 
 
Summary: 
1. The man disobeyed Christ's instructions and caused some unnecessary problems. 
2. The focus was beginning to shift in the crowd from Christ's Message to His Miracles. 
 
Principle #3:  Humility and faith can be turned off in our life. (our will) 
 
Luke 5:16 = The Need for Time Alone (Mark 1:45b) 
 
But He Himself would often slip away to the wilderness and pray. 
 
Mark 1:45b:  but stayed out in unpopulated areas; and they were coming to Him from everywhere. 
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Matt 9:2-8; Mark 2:1-12; Luke 5:17-26 
A Paralytic is Forgiven and Healed 

 
2. Jesus' Ministry Begins:  Year One  April 29-30 A.D. 

A. His Work Begins in Judea 
B. The Twelve Are Chosen and He Moves to Galilee 

1). The Nobleman's Son is Healed  John 4:43-54 (2-35MM) 
2). Rejection at Nazareth  Luke 4:14-30 
3). Giving the News to Capernaum  Matt 4:13-17; Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4:31a 
4). Fishing for People  Matt 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-20 
5). Casting Out an Unclean Spirit  Mark 1:21-28; Luke 4:31b-37 (3-35MM) 
6). Healing Hands  Matt 4:23; 8:14-17; Mark 1:29-39; Luke 4:38-44 (4-35MM) 
7). The First Miraculous Catch  Luke 5:1-11 (5-35MM) 
8). Jesus Heals a Leper  Matt 8:2-4; Mark 1:40-45; Luke 5:12-16 (6-35MM) 
9). A Paralytic Is Forgiven and Healed  Matt 9:2-8; Mark 2:1-12; Luke 5:17-26 (7-35MM) 

 
Mark 2:1:  And when He had come back to Capernaum several days afterward, it was heard that He was at 
home. 
 
Luke 5:17 = The Power Is Present to Heal 
 
And it came about one day that He was teaching; and there were some Pharisees and teachers of the law 
sitting there, who had come from every village of Galilee (northern area) and Judea (southern area) and 
from Jerusalem (HQ); and the power of the Lord was present for Him to perform healing. 
 
Summary: 
1. Coming now from a long way off. 
2. His ministry is increasing. 
3. His ministry is being evaluated. 
 
Principle #1:  Know the one with the power. 
 
Luke 5:18 = There Is a Need for Healing (Mark 2:2-3) 
 
And behold, some men were carrying on a bed a man who was paralyzed (PARALUO = "to loose from the 
side," hence, "to set free," is used in the passive voice of "being enfeebled by a paralytic stroke, palsied," ; ADJ. 
PARALUTIKOS = "paralytic, sick of the palsy," used In other accounts; THE PROBLEM:  loosed from control, 
body and brain not working together); and they were trying to bring him in, and to set him down in front of 
Him. 
 
Mark 2:2-3  And many were gathered together, so that there was no longer room, even near the door; and He 
was speaking the word to them.  And they came, bringing to Him a paralytic, carried by four men. 
 
Summary: 
1. These men brought the paralyzed man to the Lord. 
2. Know the ones with the need. 
 
Paralysis:  Birth defect-injury.  Described as not connected to the brain.  There is no control of movement.  
Often there is no feeling in the affected area: 
1. The lord can easily heal paralysis.  Matt 4:23-24  And Jesus was going about in all Galilee, teaching in 

their synagogues, and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every kind of disease and 
every kind of sickness among the people.  And the news about Him went out into all Syria; and they 
brought to Him all who were ill, taken with various diseases and pains, demoniacs, epileptics, paralytics; 
and He healed them. 

2. Great pain can come with paralysis.  Matt 8:5-6 (Centurion)  And when He had entered Capernaum, a 
centurion came to Him, entreating Him,  and saying, "Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, 
suffering great pain." 
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3. Some disciples were given the ability to heal this problem.  Acts 8:7 (Philip the Evangelist)  For {in 
the case of} many who had unclean spirits, they were coming out {of them} shouting with a loud voice; 
and many who had been paralyzed and lame were healed.   Acts 9:33  And there he (Peter) found a 
certain man named Aeneas, who had been bedridden eight years, for he was paralyzed.  

4. As usual, the real issue is spiritual.  Luke 5:24  "But in order that you may know that the Son of Man 
has authority on earth to forgive sins,"-- He said to the paralytic-- "I say to you, rise, and take up your 
stretcher and go home." 

5. False doctrine leads to paralysis.  Eph 4:14-16  As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed 
here and there by waves, and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by 
craftiness in deceitful scheming; but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him, 
who is the head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by that which 
every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the 
body for the building up of itself in love. 

6. Legalism leads to paralysis.  Col 2:18-23  Let no one keep defrauding you of your prize by delighting in 
self-abasement and the worship of the angels, taking his stand on visions he has seen, inflated without 
cause by his fleshly mind, and not holding fast to the head, from whom the entire body, being supplied 
and held together by the joints and ligaments, grows with a growth which is from God.  If you have died 
with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit 
yourself to decrees, such as,  "Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!" (which all refer to things 
destined to perish with the using)-- in accordance with the commandments and teachings of men?  These 
are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement 
and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence. 

7. Believers are to strenghthen those that have been paralyzed.  Heb 12:9-15  Furthermore, we had 
earthly fathers to discipline us, and we respected them; shall we not much rather be subject to the Father 
of spirits, and live?  For they disciplined us for a short time as seemed best to them, but He disciplines us 
for our good, that we may share His holiness.  All discipline for the moment seems not to be joyful, but 
sorrowful; yet to those who have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.  
Therefore, strengthen the hands that are weak and the knees that are feeble (paralyzed), and make 
straight paths for your feet, so that the limb which is lame may not be put out of joint, but rather be 
healed.  Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord.  See to 
it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes trouble, and 
by it many be defiled; 

8. The therapy is movement. 
 
Luke 5:19 = There Is Diligence In Bringing the Need (Mark 2:4) 
 
And not finding any way to bring him in because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and let him down 
through the tiles with his stretcher, right in the center, in front of Jesus. 
 
Mark 2:4  And being unable to get to Him because of the crowd, they removed the roof above Him; and when 
they had dug an opening, they let down the pallet on which the paralytic was lying. 
 
Working Together They: 
1. Faced an immovable obstacle. 
2. Sought and found another path. 
3. Moved the obstacles they could. 
4. They presented him to the Lord Himself. 
 
Principle #2:  Bring the ones with the need to the power. 
 
Luke 5:20 = The Faith of Others and Spiritual Healing (Matt 9:2; Mark 2:5) 
 
And seeing their faith, He said, "Friend, your sins are forgiven you." 
 
Matt 9:2  And behold, they were bringing to Him a paralytic, lying on a bed; and Jesus seeing their faith said to 
the paralytic, "Take courage, My son, your sins are forgiven." 
Mark 2:5  And Jesus seeing their faith said to the paralytic, "My son, your sins are forgiven." 
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Summary: 
1. The faith of a group touches the lord. 
2. They did not bring him to have his sins forgiven but to be healed. 
3. This may have been somewhat disappointing. 
4. They believed Jesus could heal him physically. 
5. Does not say family, just four men. 
 
Principle #3:  Bring them with faith. 
 
Luke 5:21 = The Challenge to Jesus' Person (Matt 9:3; Mark 2:6-7) 
 
And the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason (DIALOGIDZOMAI = logic it through), saying, "Who is 
this man who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but God alone?"  (they were right on the last 
statement) 
 
Matt 9:3  And behold, some of the scribes said to themselves, "This fellow blasphemes." 
Mark 2:6-7  But there were some of the scribes sitting there and reasoning in their hearts,  "Why does this man 
speak that way? He is blaspheming; who can forgive sins but God alone?" 
 
Principle #4:  A critical heart lacks understanding and faith. 
 
Luke 5:22 = Jesus' Response to the Challenge (Matt 9:4; Mark 2:8) 
 
But Jesus, aware of their reasonings, answered and said to them, "Why are you reasoning in your hearts? 
 
Matt 9:4  And Jesus knowing their thoughts said, "Why are you thinking evil in your hearts? 
Mark 2:8  And immediately Jesus, aware in His spirit that they were reasoning that way within themselves, said to 
them, "Why are you reasoning about these things in your hearts? 
 
Summary: 
1. The problem was not that they were reasoning, but that it was malicious. 
2. They were looking to trap Him. 
 
Principle #5:  Challenging the Lord's power is evil. 
 
Luke 5:23 = Jesus' Challenge to Them (Matt 9:5; Mark 2:9) 
 
"Which is easier, to say, 'Your sins have been forgiven you,' or to say, 'Rise and walk'? 
 
Matt 9:5  "For which is easier, to say, 'Your sins are forgiven,' or to say, 'Rise, and walk'? 
Mark 2:9  "Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, 'Your sins are forgiven'; or to say, 'Arise, and take up your 
pallet and walk'? 
 
Summary: 
1. It is easier to say, "Your sins…" as it has no immediate overt proof. 
2. It is certainly not easier to do, as forgiveness of sins has a personal price that goes with it. 
3. To heal someone physically has no significant price. 
 
Principle #6:  Jesus has the power to do anything He says. 
 
Luke 5:24 = Jesus Can Do Both (Matt 9:6; Mark 2:10-11) 
 
"But in order that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins,"-- He said to 
the paralytic-- "I say to you, rise, and take up your stretcher and go home." 
 
Matt 9:6  "But in order that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins"– then He 
said to the paralytic– "Rise, take up your bed, and go home." 
Mark 2:10-11  "But in order that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins"– He 
said to the paralytic–"I say to you, rise, take up your pallet and go home." 
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Principle #7:  Faith trusts the One with the power. 
 
Luke 5:25 = Instant Healing (Matt 9:7; Mark 2:12a) 
 
And at once he rose up before them, and took up what he had been lying on, and went home, glorifying 
God. 
 
Matt 9:7  And he rose, and went home. 
Mark 2:12a  And he rose and immediately took up the pallet and went out in the sight of all; 
 
Principle #8:  One can be blessed by the faith of others. 
 
Luke 5:26 = Instant Awe (Matt 9:8; Mark 2:12b) 
 
And they were all (Scribes, Pharisees, Teachers, Disciples) seized with astonishment (EKSTASIS) and began 
glorifying God; and they were filled with fear (PL8ROW + PHOBOS), saying, "We have seen remarkable 
things today (PARADOXOS = 1X; "contrary to received opinion"; para, "beside," doxa, "opinion"; Eng. 
"paradox,")." 
 
Matt 9:8  But when the multitudes saw this, they were filled with awe, and glorified God, who had given such 
authority to men. 
Mark 2:12b  so that they were all amazed and were glorifying God, saying, "We have never seen anything like 
this." 
 
Principle #9:  Seeing the Lord's work inspires awe. 
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Matt 9:9-17; Mark 2:13-22; Luke 5:27-39 

Matthew Is Enlisted 
 
2. Jesus' Ministry Begins:  Year One  April 29-30 A.D. 

A. His Work Begins in Judea 
B. The Twelve Are Chosen and He Moves to Galilee 

1). The Nobleman's Son is Healed  John 4:43-54 (2-35MM) 
2). Rejection at Nazareth  Luke 4:14-30 
3). Giving the News to Capernaum  Matt 4:13-17; Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4:31a 
4). Fishing for People  Matt 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-20 
5). Casting Out an Unclean Spirit  Mark 1:21-28; Luke 4:31b-37 (3-35MM) 
6). Healing Hands  Matt 4:23; 8:14-17; Mark 1:29-39; Luke 4:38-44 (4-35MM) 
7). The First Miraculous Catch  Luke 5:1-11 (5-35MM) 
8). Jesus Heals a Leper  Matt 8:2-4; Mark 1:40-45; Luke 5:12-16 (6-35MM) 
9). A Paralytic Is Forgiven and Healed  Matt 9:2-8; Mark 2:1-12; Luke 5:17-26 (7-35MM) 
10). Matthew Is Enlisted  Matt 9:9-17; Mark 2:13-22; Luke 5:27-39 

 
Luke 5:27 = Jesus Invites a Tax Collector (Matt 9:9; Mark 2:13-14a) 
 
And after that He went out, and noticed a tax-gatherer named Levi (Jewish name), sitting in the tax office, 
and He said to him, "Follow Me." 
 
Matt 9:9  And as Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man, called Matthew (Greek name), sitting in the tax 
office; and He said to him, "Follow Me!" And he rose, and followed Him. 
Mark 2:13-14a  And He went out again by the seashore; and all the multitude were coming to Him, and He was 
teaching them.  And as He passed by, He saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting in the tax office, and He said to 
him, "Follow Me!" 
 
Comment:  Matthew was the brother of James the Less (always called the son of Alphaeus).  Matt 10:3 
 
Luke 5:28 = The Tax Collector Accepts (Mark 2:14b) 
 
And he left everything behind, and rose and began to follow Him. 
 
Mark 2:14b  And he rose and followed Him. 
 
Comment:  Love and Grace attracts people. 
 
Luke 5:29 = The Tax Collector Invites Jesus Home (Matt 9:10; Mark 2:15) 
 
And Levi gave a big reception for Him in his house; and there was a great crowd of tax-gatherers and 
other people who were reclining at the table with them. 
 
Matt 9:10  And it happened that as He was reclining at the table in the house, behold many tax-gatherers and 
sinners came and were dining with Jesus and His disciples. 
Mark 2:15  And it came about that He was reclining at the table in his house, and many tax-gatherers and sinners 
were dining with Jesus and His disciples; for there were many of them, and they were following Him. 
 
Comment:  Matthew assembled a band of outcasts who had begun to follow Jesus. 
 
Luke 5:30 = Stage 1 of Attack:  Jesus' Associates (Matt 9:11; Mark 2:16) 
 
And the Pharisees and their scribes began grumbling (GOGGUDZW = to murmer in a low tone, express 
dissatisfaction) at His disciples, saying, "Why do you eat and drink with the tax-gatherers and sinners?" 
 
Matt 9:11  And when the Pharisees saw this, they said to His disciples, "Why is your Teacher eating with the tax-
gatherers and sinners?" 
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Mark 2:16  And when the scribes of the Pharisees saw that He was eating with the sinners and tax-gatherers, 
they began saying to His disciples, "Why is He eating and drinking with tax-gatherers and sinners?" 
 
Summary: 
1. Satan, having failed with Jesus, goes after His followers. 
2. They had "separated" from these sinners. 
3. It's a good thing that God didn't do that to us!! 
4. They did not include themselves with the "sinners." 
 
Grumbling: 
1. We should not grumble about our wages.  Matt 20:11-12  "And when they received it, they grumbled 

at the landowner, saying, 'These last men have worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to 
us who have borne the burden and the scorching heat of the day.' 

2. We should not grumble about the things of the Lord we don't understand.  John 6:41-43  The Jews 
therefore were grumbling about Him, because He said, "I am the bread that came down out of heaven."  
And they were saying, "Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How 
does He now say, 'I have come down out of heaven'?"  Jesus answered and said to them, "Do not 
grumble among yourselves.  John 6:58-62  "This is the bread which came down out of heaven; not as the 
fathers ate, and died, he who eats this bread shall live forever."  These things He said in the synagogue, 
as He taught in Capernaum.  Many therefore of His disciples, when they heard this said, "This is a difficult 
statement; who can listen to it?"  But Jesus, conscious that His disciples grumbled at this, said to them, 
"Does this cause you to stumble?  "What then if you should behold the Son of Man ascending where He 
was before? 

3. Grumbling can lead to destruction.  1 Cor 10:6-10  Now these things happened as examples for us, 
that we should not crave evil things, as they also craved.  And do not be idolaters, as some of them were; 
as it is written, "The people sat down to eat and drink, and stood up to play."  Nor let us act immorally, as 
some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in one day.  Nor let us try the Lord, as some of them 
did, and were destroyed by the serpents.  Nor grumble, as some of them did, and were destroyed by the 
destroyer. 

4. True hospitality is done without grumbling.  1 Pet 4:9  Be hospitable to one another without complaint. 
5. The lord set the standard for not grumbling.  Phil 2:14  Do all things without grumbling or disputing;    
 
Luke 5:31 = Jesus' Response−The Wrong Evaluation (Matt 9:12; Mark 2:17a) 
 
And Jesus answered and said to them, "It is not those who are well who need a physician, but those who 
are sick. 
 
Matt 9:12  But when He heard this, He said, "It is not those who are healthy who need a physician, but those who 
are sick. 
Mark 2:17a  And hearing this, Jesus said to them, "It is not those who are healthy who need a physician, but 
those who are sick;  
 
Summary: 
1. Jesus states an axiomatic truth. 
2. People don't seek what they don't believe they need. 
 
Luke 5:32 = The Right Evaluation (Matt 9:13; Mark 2:17b) 
 
"I have not come to call the righteous but sinners to repentance." 
 
Matt 9:13  "But go and learn what this means, 'I desire compassion, and not sacrifice,' for I did not come to call 
the righteous, but sinners." 
Mark 2:17b  I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners." 
 
Summary: 
1. This statement is playing with their head a little. 
2. Are they righteous or sinners? 
3. They believe they are righteous. 
4. Their own arrogance is what will trap them. 
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5. The arrogant often don't realize their arrogance. 
6. The humble will see their arrogance and fight it. 

 
Luke 5:33 = Stage 2 of Attack:  Jesus' Diet (Matt 9:14; Mark 2:18) 
 
And they (includes the disciples of John cf Matt 9:14) said to Him, "The disciples of John often fast and offer 
prayers; the disciples of the Pharisees also do the same; but Yours eat and drink." 
 
Matt 9:14  Then the disciples of John came to Him, saying, "Why do we and the Pharisees fast, but Your disciples 
do not fast?" 
Mark 2:18  And John's disciples and the Pharisees were fasting; and they came and said to Him, "Why do John's 
disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but Your disciples do not fast?" 
 
Summary: 
1. Some were saying, "What are we missing here?"  John's disciples. 
2. Others were standing in judgment. 
 
Luke 5:34 = Jesus' Response−The Wrong Time (Matt 9:15a; Mark 2:19) 
 
And Jesus said to them, "You cannot make the attendants of the bridegroom fast while the bridegroom is 
with them, can you? 
 
Matt 9:15a  And Jesus said to them, "The attendants of the bridegroom cannot mourn as long as the bridegroom 
is with them, can they?  
Mark 2:19  And Jesus said to them, "While the bridegroom is with them, the attendants of the bridegroom do not 
fast, do they? So long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. 
 
Summary: 
1. There is a time and place for everything. 
2. Now is not the right time. 
 
Luke 5:35 = The Right Time (Matt 9:15b; Mark 2:20) 
 
"But the days will come; and when the bridegroom is taken away from them, then they will fast in those 
days." 
 
Matt 9:15b  But the days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast. 
Mark 2:20  "But the days will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast in that 
day. 
 
Comment:  There will be a right time. 
 
Luke 5:36 = The First Illustration−Not Considering the Present (Matt 9:16; Mark 2:21) 
 
And He was also telling them a parable: "No one tears a piece from a new garment and puts it on an old 
garment; otherwise he will both tear the new, and the piece from the new will not match the old. 
 
Matt 9:16  "But no one puts a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; for the patch pulls away from the 
garment, and a worse tear results. 
Mark 2:21  "No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment; otherwise the patch pulls away from it, the 
new from the old, and a worse tear results. 
 
Comment:  The diet and fasting are going to be different because the times are about to change. 
 
Luke 5:37 = The Second Illustration−Not Looking Ahead  
 
"And no one puts new wine into old wineskins; otherwise the new wine will burst the skins, and it will be 
spilled out, and the skins will be ruined. 
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Comment:  This is just some common sense spiritually applied. 
 
Luke 5:38 = Consider all the Factors (Matt 9:17; Mark 2:22) 
 
"But new wine must be put into fresh wineskins. 
 
Matt 9:17  "Nor do men put new wine into old wineskins; otherwise the wineskins burst, and the wine pours out, 
and the wineskins are ruined; but they put new wine into fresh wineskins, and both are preserved." 
Mark 2:22  "And no one puts new wine into old wineskins; otherwise the wine will burst the skins, and the wine is 
lost, and the skins as well; but one puts new wine into fresh wineskins." 
 
Comment:  There must be a flexibility. 
 
Luke 5:39 = Aging Can Bring Complacency 
 
"And no one, after drinking old wine wishes for new; for he says, 'The old is good enough.'" 
 
Principle #1:  People do not like change. 
Principle #2:  Enjoy his presence. 
Principle #3:  Prepare for and accept the changes. 
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